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Recommendation. 


7 E. cannot but thankfully acknow- 
ledge the good Hand of Divine 
Provideiice in preſerving to us that va- 
luable Summary of Scripture - Doctrine, 
The Aſſembly's ſhorter Catechiſm, which we 
take to be the moſt compendious Body of 
Divinity we know: of in any Language; 
and alſo in raiſing up ſome from Time to 
Time to withſtand the various Oppoſitions 
made to it: And we chearfully recom- 
mend it, together with theſe excellent Re- 
marks upon it, to the Uſe of all Chriſtian 


F amilies, and to the Bleſſing of God. | | f 


Tromas BRADBURY, 
Jonun Guyss, 
Tromas Hall, . h 
RICHARD RawLliN 


WIIIIANM KING. 


- To the RE AD E R. 


HIS ſmall Treatiſe contains a correct Edi- 

tion of the Aſſembly's ſhorter" Catechiſm, 
with the Proofs ; which may be uſed for the In- 
action of Children and Servants. 

- "The explanatory Remarks inſerted between the 
ſeveral Anſwers, are ſo framed as to contain the 
Subſtance, of the Catechiſm in other Words; And 
if, in peruſing the Piece, you leave out the Ca- 
techiſm itſelf, you will have before you,” with- 
out Interruption, a methodical and compendious 
Syſtem of Divinity; for every Head of Diviſion 
follows one upon another in ſuch a regular 


Manner as to compoſe a Chain of Thoughts, 


containing a Summary of Goſpel-Doctrine and 
Duty, and ſhewing the Relation which the ſeveral 
Truths of Chriſtianity have to each other. 

- Then follows a brief Analyſis of the Body of 
Divinity ; the whole concluding with earneſtly re- 


commending the Uſe of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, 
4 2 * 


8 That this incere- Attempt for promoting true 

Religion, in Principle and Practice, may be at- 
tended with a Divine Blefling, is the earneſt 
| Payer of 


— in the Lord. Ju, 27 
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MON the various Methods that 
have been taken for the Inſtruction 
of Youth in the ſeveral Branches of 
Learning, the familiar Way of Queſ- 
tion and Anſwer has been found peculiarly uſeful, 
This has been the Caſe more eſpecially in the 
Science of Theology: For our Youth have been 
effectually taught the firſt Principles of the Oracles 
of God, by being catechiſed therein; which has 
been a great Means, under the Divine Bleſſing, of 
maturing their Minds for the clear Reception of 
| the Truth, and of fortifying them againſt many 
pernicious Principles and Practices. I am ſorry 
any have appeared of late that have been fond 
E of decrying Creeds, Confeſſions, Catechiſms, and 
| _” Syſtems 
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2 The Aſſembly's Catechiſm 

Syſtems of Divinity, as if they were Things hurt- 
ful in wal own Nature, rather than helpful ; who, 
norw have ſince been publiſhing Cate- 
chiſms of their own Compoſure. However, it is 
evident that hereby they juſtify our Proceeding, 
by practically acknowledging to the World that 


it is a very proper Method of Inſtruction. 


It is eaſy to be apprehended, that the Reaſon 
of this Outcry againſt Catechiſms, and the like, 
was becauſe they themſelves began to depart Hom 
the important Doctrines in the Aſſembly's Cate- 


chiſm, which had very much prevailed, and ſtood 


its Ground with great Acceptance and Uſefulneſs 
for above a hundred Years *: So that their Attempt 
to Uepreciate it was only to open a Way for in- 
troducing their own Principles, Catechiſms, and 
Syſtems ; Catechiſms which caſt out ſome of the 
ſweeteſt and moſt precious Truths of the Goſpel, 
and bring in Opinions quite contrary thereunto. 


But 1 hope there are many ſtill remaining who 


truly reliſh and highly value the Goſpel- Doctrines 


. expreſt in our Catechiſm, and whoſe Eſteem for 


them is eftabliſhed and confirmed, from a clear 
Conviction that they are the Truths of the Divine 
Word, and from the Influence theſe Truths have 


| Had upon their own Souls, for their ſound Con- 


Viſtioti, real Converſion, and ſpiritual Conſola- 
tion; yea, we may venture to affirm, that theſe 
Truths have been the Food and Fence of the 
Church in all Ages. And, as Goſpel-Truths are 
of. ſo great en it cannot but be very de- 

firable 


1 CE Coon by an AGembly of very god 
DANS in the Year of our Lord 1647, 
C543 


a compendious Body of Divinity. 2 
firable to have them collected together, ſet forth 
in a plain and regular Manner, and laid out in 
ſuch a Form as to be fitted for the Inſtruction of 
Youth. Now this is a grand and ſpecial Excel- 
lency of the A//embly*s Catechiſm : For, upon a ſe- 
rious Examination, it will evidence itfelf to be a 
moſt regular and compendious Sy/fem Truth, or 
Scale of Scripture-Principles, containing in it the 
whole Subſtance of the Body of Divinity, in 
moſt clear and expreſs Language, and in a moft 
conciſe and orderly Manner. And if this can be 
made to appear, it cannot fail of being a ſtrong 
Recommendation of it, as the beſt Model and 
Plan of Goſpel-Truth that perhaps was ever 
drawn up by human Pens; only remembering 
this, that it derives all its Evidence and Excel- 
lency from its being conformable to, extracted 
from, and proved by the /acred Oracles, which 
are the oy Rule and Standard of our Faith and 
Practice, 

That you may plainly fee the Regularky and 
Fulneſs of this Catechiſm, and be at the fame 
Time inſtructed in this moſt uſeful Science, be 
pleaſed to go along with me, while I run through 
it by a brief Analyſis and Explication of the 
whole ; and as you go on with me you will find 
youtfeves preſented with a proper methodical 
Body of Divinity, comprehending all the effential 
Branches of what you are to believe and practiſe, 
and that in ſuch a Manner as will greatly tend to 
enlighten your Minds and affect your Hearts. 

In order to purſue the Plan of Scripture-Fruth 
in the moſt exact Method, you will find no Oc- 
B 2 caſion 


— 


. end s Catechiſm 


one after another juſt as they ſtand, that you may 


7258 Divinity 


we were made, and which we are chiefly to ſeek 
after. This at once evinces how peculiarly mo- 


Hearts ſhould be ſet upon the clear underſtanding 


cafion to tranſpoſe any of the Queſtions in this 
Catechiſm : J ſhall therefore take Notice of them 


be fully convinced of the Beauty as well as Fulnefs 
of this Scheme of Theology ; and ſhall therefore 
begin with obſerving, that the Science of Divinity 
is of ſuch a Nature, that every Perſon's Welfare, 
both in this World and in the World to come, is 
neceſſarily concerned therein. A Perſon may be 
ſafe and happy without the Knowledge of other 


Sciences; but unleſs he has a competent Ac- 
.quaintance with this, he loſes the grand End for 
Which he was created: And therefore it is highly 


neceſlary we ſhould take Notice, 1ſt, of its im- 


portant De/ign; 2dly, of its unerring Standard; 
and then deſcend, 3dly, to its comprehenſive 


Subſtance 
1. TH ee Deſign of this Science of 
(pets nothing ſhort of Man's chief 


an's chief Good ; that End for which 


End an 


mentous the Science is, and how much our 


of it: And nothing can be more proper to begin 
this Science with, than an Account of what is 


Man's chief End; which is no other than the 3 
glorifying and enjoying of God. Man was made 


to bring Glory and Honour to God; and nothing 


Jeſs than the enjoying of God can make him © 
truly happy- de 


Q. 1. eo 


ment c) is the only Rule to direck us how we 


Whereby we ſhall find, chat che chief, Things 
contained therein naturally divide themſelves into 


2 Hormpridtout Beth of Divinity. 5 


r nen edits. 

G. I HAT is the chief End of Man? 
A. Man's chief End is to glorify, God 4. 

and to enjoy him for ever + 17 11 9d 

a 1 Cor. x. 31. Rom. xi. yu * * Pſalm 
bxxiii. 25, 26. 

2. We next proceed to conſider the 1 
Standard, or Rule of this Science; which is, not 
human Reaſon, nor human invention, bur 
Divine Ward, contained in the Holy Scriptures. 
Theſe Seriptures are proved to be Divine by their 
own inward Worth and Excellency, and by many 
other inconteſtable Evidences ; and are therefore 


to be referred to by us as the only ſufficient and 


certain. Rule both of Faith. and Practice, Which 
alone can inform us, how to honour God | aright, 
and to ative at the Enjoytnent of him. 


Q. 2. What Rule bath Gol given ns n diret? 
us bow we may glorify and enjoy imm 


4. The Word of God (which is contained 


in che Scriptures of the Old and New Tefta- 


may glorify 4 and enjoy hitn e. 

„ Eph. ii. 20. 4 2 Tim. iii. 16. 0 1 John 
3 Hul 75 

Thus having fixed our Eyes upon "this glorious 
and perfect Standard, it is in the next Place highly 


needſul we ſhould look into it, and fee what at. 
declares and reveals to us, and from. thence learn, 


3. The comprehenſive Subſtance of this Science : 


B 3 1 


% 
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| 6&6 + The Aſemblys Catechifm 
too Branches; Faith and Pracbice, or Dofrine and 
Duty ; OE IT Cy _ wage we 
are to ds. 


Q. 3. What do * Seripures principal 
reach?" Feet: 

A. The Serigrntes principally teach what 
[ Mani is to believe concerning God, 1 what 
| bg God requires of Man . 
52 2 Tim. i. 13. 


Now we are entering upon the very \ Effence 
and Marrow of Theology, let us attentively look 
into its various and valuable Truths, in their 
Order, by conſidering the Dorina! and Prafiica! 
Parts of Divinity ; and; ſo we begin 1 wot 


5 w# =» 4 


Which ſets forth was; we are on eee 
ing God, and then concerning ourſelves. 
The KxOWIEZ DOE of GOD 
- Comprehends the View of theſe four Things: 
I. His Nature and Perfe#ions. II. The Perſons in 
his Efence. III. The Purpoſes of his Will Ang, 
IV. The Productions of his Power, 
a 1. His Nature and Perfeftions.” The Word of 
_, Gad declares that his Nature is ſpiritual, infinite, 
| eternal, and unchangeable ; and that, as is his 
Nature, fo. are all his perfections and Glories. 
His Wiſdom is unfearchable, his Power irre- 
"*Mitible, "His. Holineſs untainted, his Juſtice in- 
fene, his Goodneſs inexhauſtibte, and his > 
9 immoveable and, though all theſe 
5 Ng. * © © Glories 


a compendious Body of Divinity. 7 


Gionler diet ap) bing; yet E the; in. 


Nature and Being: Wr Hat 

Q. 4. What is God? 

A. God is a Spiritg, Infinite b, Eternal; i, 
and Unchangeable &, in his Being /, Wiſdom, 
Power m, Holineſs n, Ane! Goodneſs, and 
Truth . 
£ John iv. 24. 5 Job xi. . # Pſalm x , N. 


k James i. 17. I Exod. iii. 14. m Plalm exlvii. 5, 
„ Rev. iv. 8. o Exod, xxxiv. 6, 7. | 


Q. 5. Are there more Gods than ane? 
A. There is but one only p, the living and 
true God g. 
p Deut. vi. 4. 4 Jer. x. 10. 


We muſt next regularly proceed to, 
II. The Per/ons in his Eſſence For the Holy 


. Scriptures make it evident, that though his 


Eſſence be one, yet in that Eſſence are three 
Perſons equally glorious and powerful: That the 
Father, the Son, and the Spirit, perſonally diſtinct 
from each other, are each of them truly Divine, 
and poſſeſſed of all the, Perfections of Deity. 
This Doctrine, however myſterious, yet is plainly 
revealed, and is of the greateſt Importance as a 
Foundation for our Faith and Hope. Neither is 
it to be wondered at, that we- cannot comprehend 


the Nature of Divine Perſonality, fince we de 


incapable to conceive the Divine Eſſence itſelf. 


Q. 6. How Fus Perſons art there in the 
Godhead ? -. LY” bind 


a. £ 


it | There are Three Perſons in the Gog- 
dead; 


8 "> els thine 
Kit the Father, the Soh, and ihs Holy 
* Ghoſtr; and theſe Three are One God, the 


ſame in Subſtance, equal in Power and 
Glory. n a | 
F Matt. xxyiii. 19. 5 x John v. 7. 


The next Particular that calls for our At- 
tention „% 

III. The Purpoſce of dis Will. Nothing is 
5 reaſonable than to apprehend, that what- 
ever the Great God performs, or permits, Or 
directs, in Time, he mould determine the ſame 
1 in his Mind from all Eternity :. And we may be 
s ſure, from his infinite Wiſdom and - Forefight, 
that he would decree every thing in ſuch a Way 
as ſhould effectually anſwer. the Ends of his own 
Glory; ſo that nothing comes to paſs: contrary 
to his Expectation, or without his Foreordination 
or Permiſſion; for he works all rn after the 

nt of his own Will. 23 


QQ. What are the Decrtes of God? . 
A. The Decrees of God are his eternal Pur- 
pole according to the Counſel of his Will, 
wheteby for his own Glory he | hath 9 8 
| ordained whatſoever comes to paſs 7. 
; W Eph. i. 4, 11, 12. Rom. ix. 22, 23 


1408 


. as a Decree, Purpoſe, or Deſign brings 
| Ponds! hoes eee e eee 

% vn; we muſt deſcend fo take a View of, 
IV. The Productions of his Power, 07 the Per- 
= 1 of his Almighty Hand; whereby he 
| inge to _ in Time what he had deſigned in 
his 


* 
* 


ö 
( 
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after his own Image a, in Knowledge, Righte- 


a compendious Bady of Divinity. 9 
his Mind from all Eternity; namely, his 8 
of Creation and Providence. | 
Q. 8. How doth God execute hls Deerees ? 
A. God executeth his Decrees in the Works 
of Creation « and Providence ww. | 
u Rev. iv. 11. W Dan. iv. 35. 


So that his glorious Works divide themſelves ; 
naturally into two Branches, each of which are to 
be conſidered firſt in general, as they reſpect ALL | 
THiNGs, and then in particular, as they reſpect f 
Man. And ſo, | 
1. The Work of Creation in general is in Scrip- 1 
ture deſcribed to be God's bringing all Things 4 
into Being by his powerful Word, and placing | 
them all in the beſt and moſt beautiful Order 1 in 4 
the Space of ſix Days. $: i 
Q. 9. What is the Work of Creation? al 
A. The Work of Creation is God's making 
all Things x of nothing, by the Word of his J 
Power y, in the Space of ſix Days, and all | 
very good z. 
x Gen. i. 1. »y Heb, xi. 3. 2 Gen. i. 31. 
2. The Work of - Creation in particular, as it 
reſpets Man, is in Scripture ſet forth thus; that 
God made Man at firſt Male and Female, in. a 
very holy, happy, and honourable State, after 
his own Image. | 
Q. 10. How did Cod create Man? 
A. God created Man Male and Female, 


| 3 


10 The Aſſembly's Catechiſm 
ouſneſs, and Holineſs 3, with Dominion over 
the Creatures c. 


a Gen. i. 77. 5 Col. iii. 10. Eph. iv. 24. 
Gen, i. 28. 


3. The Works of Providence in general are fot 


forth in Scripture as his continual upholding his 
Creatures in their Being, and overruling, diſ- 
poſing, or governing all their Actions and Cir- 
cumſtances in a moſt holy, wife, and powerful 
Manner. 


Q. 11. What are God's Works of Providence: 
A. God's Works of Providence are his 
moſt holy d, wiſe e, and powerful preſerving 
. and all 
their Actions g. 


J Pſalm cxlv. 17. 7 Ifa. xxviii. 29. I heb. i 3. 
eee e Mart. x. 29. 


4. The Works of Providence in n as 
0 reſpect Man, follow. Tis needful here to 


obſerve, that the Word Providence is to be taken 


in the moſt extenſive Senſe, as comprehending all 
the Actings and Diſpenſations of God towards his 
Creatures, and eſpecially towards Man: So that 
the Word thus explained takes in all that God 

ever did, does, or will do, with regard to Man, 
from the Creation unto the Conſummation of all 
Things; and all that follows in the Catechiſm 
may be looked upon as belonging to this Head. 
For which Reaſon the next Queſtion concerns 
| 3 ere but moſt ſpecial and im- 


1 
c 
L 
2 
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portant Act of Divine Providence towards our 


firſt Parents; namely, that God condeſcended to 
make a Covenant with Man, promiſing him Life 
upon Condition of perfect Obedience, and 
threatening Death upon Suppoſition of Diſobe- 
dience; and that for a Trial of his Obedience 
he forbad him to eat of the "Tree of Knowledge. 


Q. 12. What ſpecial Af of Providence did 
God exerciſe towards Man in the fate wherein 
he was created? b 

A. When God had created Man, he entered 
into a Covenant of Lite with him upon Con- 
dition of perfect Obedience h, forbidding him 
to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of . 
and Evil, upon Pain of Death i. 


5 Gal. iii. 2. 1 Gen. ii. 17. 


Thus we have a moſt orderly and compre- 
henfive Account of what 'we are to believe con- 
cerning Gop; rſt, as to his Nature and Perfec- 
tions ; 2dly, as to his Perſonalities ; 3dly, as to 
his Purps/es ; and, 4thly, as to his Forks; under 
which Heads is included the whole Subſtance of 
our Belief concerning our Creator and Preſerver . 
Thus likewiſe we are naturally led into the Con- 
ſideration of Max, as the chief of God's Works“ \ 


» p . . " « 
* 1 * 1 — EY th * * * "Oe In  & CO Bas 1 
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— a —— 5 
dence thus diſtinctly, firſt in general, and then in particular neſpect: 
ing Man, is very exact and regular; but if the tenth and h 
Queſtions were inverted, the Doctrines concerning God v | have 
been finiſhed, and what we are to believe concerning -0ar/eluis would - 
have followed, as a diſtinct Head, in the Body of Divinity. f 


12 The Aſembhy's mung 
15 abi Wem. as the ſpecial Object of 
his Regard and Care, and as a Subject that we 
have the greateſt and neareſt Concern with. 
Nothing can be of greater Moment to us than 
to know what we were, what we are, what State 
we are in towards God, and what will become of 
us at laſt: And Oh that we had a true Know- 
ledge, with a ſerious powerful Impreſſion of theſe 
Subjects upon our Minds, Hearts, and Conſci- 
ences | Let us then diligently attend to what 
Scripture | reveals of | ; 
' Concerning —_— 
And we ſhall find the whole of i it may be moſt 
regularly conceived and digeſted by viewing Man 
in his! feur-fald State: I. The — of Innocency. 
II. The fallen State. III. The State of Grace. 
And, IV. The State of Gery. 
I. The State of Innocenqy, or the State of Man 
by Creation and before the Fall. This we have 
already conſidered. under the Works of Creation 
and Providence reſpecting Man; for it conſiſted 
_ in the Image of God and the Covenant of 
Works; whereby Man was placed in an inno- 
cent, holy, pure, and happy — but mende 
or liable to fall. | 
We next proceed to take n of e ee 
following States of Man; under each of which 
we muſt diſtinctly view wo Things; 1. How 
Man came to be in, or is brought into, each of 
theſe States, 2. What is the Condition of Man 
under each of them. And therefore proceed to, 
II. The fallen State, which we are all in by 
1 of Grace. This 


«ti i; » i 
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is what we [ſhould be clearly inſtructed in and 
truly ſenſible of, that we might ſee the 
and Excelleney of 'the Grace of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt... That Mankind is in a fallen State, far 
ditferent from that which he was created in, is 
proved from univerſal Obſervation and Experi- 
ence : How, we came to be ſo, is a very i portant 
8 Queſtion, which Revelation alone can give a ſatiſ- 
factory Anſwer to. Im general, it was on _ 
+ WM For our firſt Patents themſelves fell by it. 


Q. 13. Did our firſt Parents continue in the 
Ejate wherein they were created 
* A. Our firſt Parents, being left dk Free. 
„ dom of their own Will, fell from the Eftate 
, wherein BY were e created, Kn 2 

God &. 


\ {#1 4 o x 


we 4 Eeecteſ vil. 29. of 

F And, he; it will very proper to 3 
* 1. The hep, of gin: itſelf: 25 The particular 
10- by. which they fell : And, 3. The Manner \ in | 
dle, MN vbich this Sin affected all Mankind. 

1. The Nature of Sin in general; which is ock 
not being or doing according as the Law requires, 
and our being or doing what the Law: ae 101 


1 


Q I 4. What i is Sin ? de 2s 0 Js 
A. Sin is any Want of W 3 
or OT of, the Law o " God hn en 


old wears wade, nt 1020 
r John ii, 4: 22 | 


* 1946 Sn 


* c | 2, The 


„„de he Cotecbifn- » 
2. The partieular Sin by which Man fell; which 
was, our finſt Parents tranſgreſſing the Command 
of God in eating the forbidden Fruit. 

Q. What was the Sin whereby our fr} 
N e _ en 8 were 
cen, 
r "The Sin 8 our firſt Patenta fall 

from the Eſtate wherein they were created was 
Mw eating the forbidden Fruit m. N 


A m Gen. iii. 6. F 

of The Manner in which" this Sin uſleted all 
e Which was this; that all Mankind 
{Clift only excepted, being conceived in an ex- 
traordinary Way) were included in the Covenant 
God made with Adam: They therefore finned 
and fell in him. 


4 N16. Did all Mankind fall in Aar, fo 
. Tranſgreſſon ? 

. The Covenant being made with "_ 
72 not only for himſelf but for his Poſterity , al 
Mankind deſcending from him, by ordinar 
- Generation, ſinned in him, and fell with kim 

in his firſt Tran ſgreſſon Oo. 
M Gen. i. 28. Gen. li. 16. n 18 
4% OR NT: ub, 2s 4 den of niet 


id #168 for ing Condhion er into W 
fallen, it. is a very. nſul and very miſerable State. 
Q. 17. , e 1 did be Fall bri { 


. ee © 1 92111 I oft one 
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a compindions Body of Divinity. ag: 


h A. The Fall Rn gg: an 
aste of Sin and Valter 

Ror i 4 v1 17% ans e Hers I 8 
| a 2 om. 4 12. e $4 1 vx % N% 0 91 


4 (13 i % oi mere For ive have all 
loft in Adam that Holineſs which was implanted at 

|! firſt in the human Nature, are all under the Guilt 

as of, and juſtly. rendered liable to, the Puniſhment 

| due for Adam's firſt Sin, and we all derive a cor- 

rupt Nature from him; ſo that our whole Nature 

is polluted, our Underſtandings are naturally blind, 
our Wills obſtinate, our Affections vitiated, our 

Conſciences deſiled; and from this corrupt "qun- 
tain proceed actual Sins. . 


Q. 18, Wherein confi the Sinfulneſ 15 that 
Eftate whereinto Man fel! ?? 
. A... The Sinfulneſs of of that Eſtate hee, 
| Man fell conſiſts in the Guilt of Agam's firſt 
Sin 3, the Want of original. Righteouſneſs 7, 
all and the Corruption of his whole Nature, 
ba which is commonly called Original Sin s, to- 
aim gether with all actual Tranſgreſſions which 
| proceed from it 4 5. W * Cod a 


9:Rom. v. 194 Ram 10. 4Eph. ü. 1. 
Plalm li. 5. James i. 14, 15. ee 


(20 11 1 4 very mifirable State; beau y 
our Guilt and Corruption we are rendered watt 
for ſpiritual Communion with God, are ſubjected 
unto the Curſe of a r 


a 


e — = 


16 \\ hn Aſſembly's Catecbiſin 
Divine Diſpleaſure, and juſtly. liable to ſuffer the 
Deſert of Sin both in this World and that which 
is to come: And ſo awful is this our Miſery, that 
we are undone for ever if we remain in our na- 
N State. ; 


$i +S * #- "xy 7 wo — \ 


_ What: is the Miſery of that 2 
whereie Man fell? 

A. All Mankind, by their Fall; loſk w. 

munion with God a, are under his Wrath 

and Curſe w, and ſo made ſiable to all Miſe- 

ries in this Life, to Death "elf, and hag 

Pains of Hell for ever x. 


Gen. iii, 8, 24. w Eph, 1. 3 Gu iii. 10. 
* Rom. 0 Lam. iii. 39. Matt. xxv. 41- 


MMO e, Los Ven vents ob f CHD" 


Avery an Subject — but yet ne- 
ceſſary to be known and meditated upon by us; 
for nothing is more dangerous than for nh La de 
, 7 5g 4 of it, and unconcerned about it. 
And do we now delire to know the Way * a 
Delivuhnor out of it? Let us next regularly 
turn our en to the . delightful 
Subject of, 11 4 £44 beit 


I. The State of Grace. This the Holy, Sczip- 


tures: ſpeak very plentifully and ſweetly of, by 
ſetting before us at large two Things, which ate 

very comprehenſive; namely, 1. The Methed of 
Grace. 2. The Bling of Grace. ol £0 
1 The Mzrnop of Grate; which deſeribes 
the Way in which poor finful miſerable Crea- 
-tures are brought out of a State of Nature into a 
| State of Salvation, PID» AD 46) . B 

e 2 : 'This 
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a tomipendions Body of Divinity. 17 
Thie being a very copious and important dub- 
ve muſt here deſcend into a Variety of Par- 
t ticulars, and take N otice how all the chree Per- 
5 ſons in the Godhead are concerned and engaged 
in it: For Sinners are brought into 4 State of 
e Grace and Salvation, (1:), by the deding and.tove- 
2 Love of God the Father; (2. pO 
deeming Grace of the Lord Jai Cbrig; (X} by 
the applying Wark of the Haly Spirit. The Scheme 


5 of Divinity directs us to view each of theſe Par- 

: ticulars in this moſt regular and beautiful I 

„ thod; and they are accordingly puffiled" in 
Order by our Catechiſm.” e 

) (1.) The elefting and covenanting Lovwinf God 


the Father. Our gracious God, knowing that all 

Mankind, without Exception, would neceſſarily 
j- periſh unle(s his free Grace interpoſed; was pleaſed 
3 to determine that this ſhould not be the Caſe of 
e all but, out of his ſovereign Pleaſure, choſe ſome 

of them, and determined that they ſhould be made 
a Partakers of his Grace and Glory; and, in order 
y to anſwer the bleſſed Ends of this his free 3 
al mination, entered into Covenant with his Son; in 
p which Covenant the Father propoſed, and the 500 
>- WU undertook, to be the Redeemer and Saviour of 
Y his People, in ſuch a Way as ſheuld perfectly fuit 
le the Honour of all the Divine Perfections; + 


Q. 20. Did God leave all Mankind to. peri 

„ i the State of Sin and Miſery? 1 q 
a- B God having out of his mers gaod Pleg- | 
'a ſure, from all Eternity, elected ſome to c- 
1 n Life y, did enter into 4a Covenant of 
25 | = Grace 
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of Salvation, by a Redeemer E e 


diſtinct Natures, and one Perſon 6 fo ever d. 


22 M. 5. Lee! 8. Col. _ 4 Heb: 


Divinity" ae United" in the ſame Perſon is'urterly 


W e en — 9 
Grace to deliver them out of the Eſtate of din 
and Miſery; and to bring them inte an Eſtate 


N NH: 7 is af 
rd. 14. 2 Ro Sh Fl ith. 21 22. 


r „ \ - ” A x 
f : . 1 4 (37 1 . 


COYLE £90 36 13%! $21 
1 'br mgs. us to, 


e Fedeeming Grace of our. i, 73 


2 order to. new What a proper, 
table, and haffcjent Saviour, he i is. 4 
_ Accordingly he is ſet forth, (i.) as to his Per- 
(ii.) his Offices; and, (iii.) his States. 
15 His Perſon v was ſuch, as there is none like 
him in all the Creation; being both God and ( 
Man; having both a Divine and Human Nature: 
Theſe two Natures being diſtinct, are yet rio. t 
nally united together oO OT OE TE K 7 
Q. 21. Vs is the Redeemer of Coe Els? bo 
. The only Redeemer of God's Elect is WW 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 2; who, being the cter- 5 
nal Son of God, became Man 3, and ſo Was, 
and .continueth to, be, God and Man ; ig two. 


ve Tim n. 5. John i 14. Gal. 184. 


9 1 81 Akt. 4) at . 5 4 | "#18 


0 


| This ws tn mths 2. 4 very LING: TTY 
For the Manner in which true Humanity and true 


inconceivuble to 5 for ſince we cannot cee 
lubte, wit: how 


4 compenitious oh ef Di 9. mh 
how the Soul and Body are united together in the 
Perſon of a Man, much le can We ſuppoſe our- 


{elves able to conceive the Manner of this pers 
ſonal Union: However, thus far we are directed 


in our Conceptions by Scripture, that the Divine 


Perſon of our Lord aſſumed to him true Huma- 
nity in. Body and Soul; and, that his Manho od 


Was conceived in à mir racutous' Way d 

Power of the Holy Ghoſt, in the Mt Rf 2 5 

, Womb ; whereby | it came to paſs that. his 5 

Nature een no n and 10 he was born 

* I perfedtly fres from Sin. "ey Wn 

> . 22. Hew did Chrif, being, the the a7 

1 God, become Man ? © 7 

: A. Chriſt, the Son of God, e N 

by taking to himſelf a true Body e, and a fe- 
ſonable Soul f, being conceived by the Power 

of the Holy Ghoſt, in the Womb of the 

Virgin A}; and my her & yet withbur 

Sin 5. 


. 
„ &. 


5 hal Boas Heb. x. 5. / Matt x. 38) 
2 Dabei. 3735. 2 Heb. iv. 15. Wr 5 


4 Bus alehough» this Dodt:ine be ſo e 
Vet ie is cleagly;revealed. in the Divine Word, and 

is of the higheſt Importance; for unleſs he were 

God, he could not have Power or Warthineſs 
e: ſufficiewe to fave us; and unleſs he were Man, he 
ue could not have been ſuited to the Work of Re- 
1y demption. The Conſtitution of his Perſon, lies at 


the ei Found oe de Offices: Which, it, wag, 
JW neefdul 


av die Agende Catecbifn > 
needful for him to ſuſtain: and kale an our Re. 
the Glory of God, nd for 9 Satisfaction 
of our own Conſciences, that we. ſhould. know 
and believe that Chriſt our Redeemer is a 
* Man. 


„ Kl. ) The Offiies he 1 0 and . come 
next tb be conſidered: F or it is plain we need 8 
[ow under the Characters of a. x Prophet, of a A 

'of a King. | Gi 


N23. What- Offices. nb Crip events as 
re N 17 it 
A Chriſt, as our en n * te 
Offices of a Pro het i, of a Prieſt E, and of a kc 
King 1, both in his Eſtate of Humjlation and ſt 


* ee 5 
I Acts iii. 22. # Heb, . 1 Pan. 


T3 26g? + P 
_ eee Is by 
norance and Blindneſs: We need him as a Prieſ, N He 
becauſe of our Guilt and Unworthineſs: We nerd Ml Gr 
him as a King, becauſe of our aug: and Core his 
ruption. | 
"He falkls the Office of a Prophet in teachipg us FY. 
| outwardly by his Word, and inwardiy and ef-! 
fequally by his Spirit, that we might' know the fab 
wil of God, for the Salvation of our Souls, ff. 


"Oo 24. How doth Chriſt execute. the Office of his 
4 5 at. Wann * 


I, 


A. Chriſt exccuteth the. Olice af Prop 


. 


53 


3 


\ 
EE 


0 + of his and Our Enemies u. 


Spirit 9; te Wil of God for bur jig yu 


m John i. 18. K Peter l. 10 11. „John da. zu 
# John"xiv. 2600 DEA (2 474 » N. N F 7 
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He fulfils © Office oo 2 Put by making 
Satisfaction to PO Divine Law and Juſtice for our 
Guilt, and interceding for us in Heaven, upon the 
Virtue of his Satisfactin. 

Q. 25. How doth Crit | exequte i the oct 57 
Fr „ rl 


4. Chriſt executeth the Office of 4 Piet 


in his once offering up of himſelf 4 Secrißee 
to ſatiafy Divine Juſtice p, and reconcile. us 
to God g, and in making continual Interceſ. 
fion. ſor us 7. 6 ihr sit ye the” A 

þ Heb. ix 14,28. 9 Heb. ii. 17. „ Heb vii 29 


He falle The Office of a King in making t us his 
willing Subjects; in ruling over our Conſciences 
by his Laws, and in our Hearts by his Grace. 
He likewiſe, as the King both of Providence and 


Grace, preſerves his People, reſtrains and ſubdues : 


his and their Enemies. 


S How dat Galt execute. the fs 


5 King ? 


py hel it executeth the Office of a1 ing i 8 fl 
ſubduing u us to himſelf g 65 ig ruling, and de fen 
ing ust, and in reſtraiaing and * 


15 93990 . 


« Plalint cx 3. Kae. rz La. 95 


4 . eee. ee, mR 


1 . And 


« ceinfentioss Rudy of Divinity. 1 
in revealing to us mg! by his Word n and 


22 
API RAT TT AHA eee 
when and how he did. or does execute theſe im 
aki Offices, we muſt therefore conſider, 

(in.) The State he paſſed through, and the 
State he is now, arrived to, which are very pro- 
perly called his Eſtate of . and Exalta- 
non; both which are plainly and fully deſcribed, 
according to . Wo, the two following 
Queſtions: 


A Whercn 4 Grits Bnilat | 
N (. , 


. 2 
aut + Humiliation Salilied in his 
ox oh and that in a low Condition we, 
— under the Law x, undergoing the Mi- 
 feries' of this Life y, the Wrath of. God, and 
the ;curſed Death of the Croſs g, in being 
buried, and continuing wer oF, N of 
Death for'a Time. t: 


F 40 Luke ii. 7. | £4 Gal. is; 8 „ind lil. 5 
Heb. xii. 2, 3. + agg. e | ran 
| & Matt. xii. 40. 1837 9 1 


Nl Mberein ud cut, Kalli, 
hriſt's Exaltation conſiſteth in bis riſing 
gin from the Dead on the third Day c, in 
1 up into Heaven, ig fitting at the 
Right and of God the Father 4, and in 

Wi a to judge the World at the laſt Day e. 


Dr 


1 1 Cor. XV. 4. 4 Mark avi 19. Er 20. 
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4 compendions Body of Divinity. 23 
All that I need further to remark here, is the 
neceſſary Relation his States and BOT bear 
to each other, 

In his humbled State He taught 2s 3 | Prophet, 
by his own Mouth, in his own Perfon. In his 
exalted State he i. po oe His . his 
Word, and Spirit. e 49 189 T1199 

In his humbled Satte kifferedt 1 bes un 
our Stead, to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice. In his ex- 
alted State he appears in the Preſence of God, 
making continual Interceſſion for us. n 

In his humbled State he made his Way to the 
Throne of his Kingdom; for becauſe he humbled 
himſelf, therefore God hath highly exalted him, 
and given him all Power both in Heaven and Earth. 

And thus we have an extenſive View of the re- 
deeming Grace of our Lord 'fefas Chriſt; what A 
peculiar and wonderful Suitablenefs chere in in his 
Perſon to be our Redeemer, what Offices he ſuſ- 
tains, and how he fulfils them for our * 

We now regularly proceed to. 

= ) The appliing Work of the Holy Spirit... This | 
muſt be attentively regarded as finiſhing the Aﬀair 
of our being actually brought out of 'a State of 
din and Miſery, into a State of Salvation: For it 
is very certain that till Wwe are made Partakers of 
what Chriſt has done, ſuffered, and purchaſed for 
us, we are not actually ſaved. It is therefore ab- 
ſolutehy neceſſary to bur Salvation, that What 
Chriſt has purchaſed for us ſhould be applied to 
us and beſtowed upon us. N. Nuo 
- i By:uubom, in what Way, and at what Time this 
is 9 iew: ann By 
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Calling. 


State af Grace; when the Diyine Spirit comes 
and gives us | ſuch , fericus, heart. affecting Vicus 


45 4 By Wen 1 namely, *.* ine Maly Spicttcap- 
ym the purchaſed d Redemption to us. 
Q.. How are we made Partakeys of Ide f 
R 1 ton purchaſed by Crippen ns! 13 ar i Mal 
LA. Wee are made Partakers 6f the Re p. — 


tion Purchiaſed by Chiiſt, by the be Ap- be 


ieation of it to 5% by his Holy. Spigs.g. ce 
2 -/ John, 12. „ Te 5% b. v9 nw nn dr 
"rs h 7 4 19-09 5 ae 


(ii.) In what Wi any, working Faich 
in our Hearts, '#rid'f6 bringing us into Urijon With 
Jede Obrist. on ais laufdoltet ih 


ge How dbl he Spirit ho n. 
jr tow piirchaſed by gore r 
, The Spirit applieth to us the Redehhp- 
tion; purchaſed. by Chriſt, e e f 
ourieffedtual-Calling 3. . Hat word hint 85 
n a =— „enn, 


337 Ar K * 
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Then it is that we become /Paxtakers 
of Chriſt, and are actually. introduged- into 2 


— 


431.3 KP 2 


-of dür Sinfulneſs and Chriſt's Grace, oi our 
Etiptineſs ani Chiiſt's Fulneſs, of our Unworthi- 
nels and Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, af dur Weakneſs 
tand Chriſt's Strength, and of our Miſery and 


8 * W . 
om 


MI 


a Jan BD 2 
from Sim and Belf to God in Chriſt; and we arg. 
I U prevailed upon and ſtrengthierted to approve of, to 
% | fly to, and depend upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
_ Þ zlone, for ſpiritual Wiſdom as he is a Prophet, for 
Atonement and -Juſtification as he is a Prof, and 
for ſpiritual Strength and Grace as he is a King: 
being excited hereto by a Senſe of our own. ne- 
ceſſitous Condition, and being encouraged” and 
drawn by a real Belief of the Frezne/ſs of his Grace 
Ind the Excellency of his Redemption. 


Q 41, What is effefiual Calling 2. „ o ti 
A, Eſfectual Calling is the Work of God's 
„ Jpirit k, whereby, convincing us of our Sin 
24 ind Miſery I, enlightening our Minds in che 
Knowledge of Chriſt , and renewing our 
Wills x, he doth perſuade and enable us to 
embrace Jeſus Chriſt, nn ere 

iche Goſpel o. | 
+, +2 Tim. fl 9. 8 As xa 
TT mme „ s. 7,7 00 


eee e 4 find and pleafing 
View of the glorious and wonderful Method 4 
ace have ſeen the Way and Order of the 
Divine Operation, to bring Sinners into an Eftate . 
f Salvation ; and Have learned that this great End 
© anſwered"by* the eternal Love of God the 
j- Pathery by the redeeming Grace of Chriſt, and 
y theeffectual Work of the Holy Spirit. 
* win be next aſked, But what is the State of 
wang "What is the Nature of that happy 
9 Condition 


mo The Alb dene 
Condition which Believers are — I 
This Queſtion regularly leads us, to look 1 
2. The BIESSINGS of GRACE, which are 
indeed very great and valuable; namely, Ni. 
Wiken; Adoption, Sondtifcation, and other Benefit 


_ from thence- Disc 4 It , 414313 (WW. 928%.) 
32. bas 'Bendfits dv they ee. 
ally dated partake of tn His Less 


A. They that ure effectually bel hs Ih 
this Life partake of - Juſtification 2, Adop- 
tion 3. Sanctification 7, and the ſeveral — 
fits n in "9 pr og 16h 


= FEE * 7 100.4 55 


Kot "4g; TRY into each of them insüy: 

(i.) Fuſbification ; 3 whereby we are freely ad 
"Ut tirely pardoned, and have © "Art "Title to 
eternal Life, upon the alone Account of the Fn 
ferings and Obedience of Chriſt in our room and 
| "Read: We by Faith receive the perfect Atone- 

ment of Chriſt to free us from Condemmation, 

and the perfect Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for our 

1 339 before God unto eternal Life. The 
n us, and the R + gu 
is imputed to us; i 

truly cee in him, by receiving him as te 
„Lord our Righteouſneſs. How ſecure muſt they 
be ffom eternal Condemnation who have m 
Intereſt in che gloriays Atonement of his- Death 
Send how firm is their Right to eternal Life, hol 
Right is 8 W 2 
28.0 | — 


18 
* 


Gann —_ we -are ons into the 


MT ah but upon the Divine ee 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt! ARA 
Q4 344 bas in Jubifcation2, d Wen Bb 
A Juſtification: is an Act of God” 8711 


C N ee he pardoneth all our Sins d, 


and accepteth us aa rightequs. in his Sight c, 
only for the Righteouſneſs: of Chtiſt 


to us 4 and received by Faith alone ww. 
Rom. iii. 25. Rom. iv. 6, 7, 8. Eph. 1 5. 
t 2 Cor. u. 19% t. * Rom. v. % 18, 19. 


1 Gale. 26.5 Phil. iii . % 21h 


(2) Albin; whereby, we. are. made Chiles 
Heirs of Gad, and joint Heirs with fri 
Chriſt ; whereby. we have. God. for our Father, 
Chriſt hes 15 1 55 the Holy Spirit for our 
Com mforter, ©. 

ehe 

2005 N 


Number, and have a nun 
leges 0 the Sons df God y. AD. | +: 4 32 


„ #1 Ich in . „John i. 12. Roch. vii. 7. 
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9 "Sandiification ; Shake our Cortical are 


i more and more. ſubdued, our Graces ſtrengthened 0 
and excited, and We are fitigd for the Service of | | 


(God hrs, aind 4h? the Enj6Yment- of him here- 
after, by the cntinual Indwelling and Working 
er this Holy'Spirit'in our Hearts. 4: 3218 


#13 b 139.5 3, Q. 35. 
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The \ Aſſembly's 'Catethifm = 
ss. What is SanBification 2: en 
A. Sanctification is the Work of God's frre 
Grace a, whereby we are tenewed in the whole 

Man, after the Image of God a, and are 


0 ky . 0 * * 
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fow from the foregoing : For, being thus juſti- 
fied, adopted, and ſanctified, Believers ae fa- 


5 RY with a comfortable and endearing Aſirance 

of 'God's' Love, have a folid and". ſatisfactory 
Peace, in their, own : Conſciences, are enabled to 
<q in the prefent Poſſeff an of God's Grace 


the happy Proſpect of Glory, are _ 


 ened to gra © . lineſs, . 
pr har they never ſhall fin ny 
ſe the Principle of Grace in them, or 11 


bf Juſtification before God, but Mal be ls 
gte te 17 eternal Glory. rin ! 3 4 
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Q. 36. What are the Benges which in uh Chi 
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Aoi, "0nd — 2 2 Yuri) if 
. The Benefits which in this Life dc fc. 
WE! How 


UTARCe 
an. Pras of Conſcience, Joy in 
ane ins eee n ow 
vo ©) 4.00 
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Holy Ghoſt c, Increaſe of Grace, and Per- 
ſeverance therein to the End- Irs ; ” | 
Rom. V. 11 2, 5. Rom. xiv. 17. 4 Brovemm 
18. b Ih 1 Fet. . un eee 
— SidfeheableTriiths” aft Bieffings 
are founded upon, and flow from bur Juſtifioa- 
tion, Adoption, and Sanctification. All Believers 
have 2 ſufficient Ground for this Aſſurance, Peace, 
and Joy (although they do not always poſſeſs the 
Experience of it in their Hearts); tor they ſhall 


all be certainly preſeryed unte the End. 
ſe might not be amifs in this Place to dr o 


e and' 


ſtriking Light? : N 
By Nen we are in 2 . 


aby. I Tir s 5 
By” Nature we” de define, of all woe 
ccerpal Lite, an are under the condemning Sente 
of the Law for Sin: By Grace we are ' freed , 
this Condemnation, and have a firm-Title to 

Life, by the Atonement and Riglitevuſneſs 2 
Chriſt. Or thus: in Br + e 

en we arerin be 
By Grace we are —_—— — 
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yal ar in 2 very dangirens State: 
Grece we are . 3 


Privileges /i-Bleſſed-Security-! How deſirable is it 
£0 de in ſuch a:Condition-?; And, How. compleat 
hn But . dus is not all Believers are not only juſti- 
fed, adopted, ſandified, comforted, and preſerved, 
vut they have! ſtill greater Bleſhngs in Reverſo : 
Mihiebchriagt us on to look beyond Death, v 
the: Veil, and contemplate, Hase 2): 36424 124 #1; 
IV. The State of Gliryj which-Believers enter 
in at Daub en n at the . 
Fin « w their ohheh. Fephon Sen 12 A. 7 
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2 —— — their Sole 
% freed'from all Cotruption, and — 
holy ; and they gal immediately into te glorios 
Profence pf God, and enter into. 2 

Lord; and as $4 wen Bodies, they y 


5 he Reſurrection. 
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v ſtill 
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fill unitecdito Chriſt hᷣ, do reſt im their Grayes i, 
till the Reſurrection 4. „ und die % ants 
(how = 23. 2 2 Cor. v. 1—6. Phil . 23 
iv. T4. IIA. len. 2. „J . 26. 
1 amo 6 Sverl 9w ww) yH 2 yor Bone mt 
— Fhrwhalendi Gow Re. 
furre@ion bf che Dead} boch vf the zul ufd Unjdt : 
Then aM {dll de called before this judgment. Seat 
of Che; and theſe that belong to Chriſt hall de 
then owned by him, and acquitted of all Charges 
laid againſt them, in the Preſende of Men and 
Angels; and from thence forward they ſhall be 
compleatly happy; doth in Soul and Body, by the 
ful Enjoyment of God their chicf-Govdy A 
this Happineſs and Glory pear Inte- 
ruption; and without Endt. VI 
jan the Mat "Benefits —— recthve 
| n ?? 9 1M Ns . 


ay the Refer, 
e, RehurreRtion, Believers | 
in Glory V Wan be openly a 

nes ea in the Day, of 
ment m, and made pettectly bleſſed in tha 
he | on — to all-Ecernitys. | v 
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haue ſcen the MrrHD of, Gracg, by the Au. 
Choice, the Son's Purchaſe, whoſe Perſon, Offices, 
and States concur in our Redemption, and by the 
Spirit's Operation: And then we have ſeen. the 
Buresrnc of a Str of Grace Row all -tric 


Believers eee adepieds lan- ene un., 
ang. preſer ved 


untoevenlaſting Life: . . 
Theſe Subjects, thus copiouſly andled- and 
moſt regularly digeſted, contain the whole Sub- 
ſtance of what we are to believe concerning God 
and qurſelves; . And fo we pals. ap-to- 
The PRAOPIC AL Patt of Divinity: a 


Tie ih ite 01 own Nature muſt r̃eſpect the Du:y 
"=o God, requires of Nn! ypdes Wy we 
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29. Wit. is. the Duty which Gol regura 
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. The Duty which God requireth 0 


The Rule 
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III. The Sm and Subflancs of Gur Büty REM 
is true L to God and our Neighbours}! ©| »f1 
A What i the Sum 4 ay Badr. 


man . ** ben air 
1 The Sum of the Ten Fae 
is, to love the Lord our God with all our 
Heart, with all out Soul, with all our 
Strength, and with all our Mind, and our 
Neighhour as ourſelves .. 
5 place xxii. 37> 38, 39» 40. Tix A hb 
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. The Mitives — boten t to "Duty, 8 f 
repreſented in the Preface to the Ten Commands; 
namely, becauſe df our Subjecbion to him us the 
Lord, our Relation to him as our God, and his 


provider! of ſpecial Huben to us as our Behe- 
factor wid Reden 1 1 de 1 wel 
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b baue bronght:thee out of the: Land of 
pt, ont of the Hoe of Bandage t.) 


wor! be Exod. Xx. 2 1 5 . 5 


. Phot doth the prifuce le Fu 
Commandments teach. us? ana; 
234 ThaPrefice to the Fee deep 
teacheth- us, that becauſe God is the Lord; and 
our God and Redeemer, there fore we are bound 
| er all his Commandments 8 


a4" ee 258 


Deut. ll, Lure i. e eig 
1 V. Tie u P 1 Be ranthes © of our 


Duty, as ſet forth in 2 Ten Commandments, 
andthe diſtinct but full Expoſition of them, which 
follows in the Catechiſin, And here I muſt ven- 
ture to reohmmend this Explanation. of. ow th 
: who defires-to;kriow his Duty, ag.2.m 

regular, compendious, a and maſtructive \ View of of wi what 
od requires of us; for under. every 'O mmand 
you have a ſummary Actount' of the uties re- 
ired and Sins forbidden, together with' feyeral 
— Things occaſionally, which tend to explain 
enforce the w As for the Order in which 
ir Duty is ſet before us; nothing need be Tart to 
recommend. it; finite the Commands themfetvcs 
are given in this Order by Diviae Inſpiration ; 

| NO. , juſt to ſhow We. Na- 
in which the Word "God 
. we mig ht ſeg the. neceſſary 
Lg en  Vatious 
of us; becauſe” Mis 
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Field of delightful. Speculation, will. give us A 
View of the Divine Wiſdom in planning the 


out, and will ten to fix them in our Minds 


enforce them upon our Conſciences. And how- 
ever thoſe who. maintain, value, and defend the 
foregoing Doctrines of free Grace, may be branded 
with Antinomiani/m, yet I hope we mall make it 
appear both by our Profeſſion and Practice, that 
we ate as much (if not more) concerned to avoid 
every gin, and to perform every Duty, as thoſe 
who make their Duty their juſtifying Righteouſ- 


neſs before God; whereby they contradict the 


Perfection of God's Holineſs and Juſtice, : ſet aſide 
the Redemption and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 


depreciate the Neceſſity and Efficacy 4 the 
Spirits Work. 


Let u therefore Aer N our” b- 
3 "our RUation, and our Gratitude 1 to | 
by attending to know, andi 'endeavouring, in "his 
Strength, to, perform 'the Duties required. of us. 
Are we then yn? and fincerely deſirous to know 
what the Lord our God calls for om us? Let us 
bc. the fa of ten Ss unto. us. 


ele Prec ecepts are naturally divided, 
vals ables.” ks % Which takes in be for 
Commands, ſets forth our Duty to Rt 


and few forth our Duty to Mas. 
158008 1g Our Dory % GOD — 8 16 
wiki & eee eee nds ; 
ee | ea my" 
a Pre Works, W Fee. 
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, 
glorify bim with all the Powers we have; to 
know him with our Underſtandings, to embrace 
him wich dur Wills, to cleave to him with our 
Affections, to acknowledge him in our Profeſſion, 
and obey him in our Practice; or, in other 
Wade, to depend upon him as our i Cauſc, 
to eſteem him our chief Good, to ſubject ourſelves 
to his Will as our Higbe Lord, and to ſeek his 
Glory as our loft Eng : And every thing that is 


contraty to, or falls ſhort of ſuch à ſertous, ſpiri- 


tun Regard to the Lord in our Hearts, Lips, or 
Les, is really ſimful. Theſe Things are ſum - 
marily expreſt and enforced. under gore 
-podment®2) | ns v9, 27 216589” 


Q. 45. Which is the firſt Commit 
A The firſt Commandment.i is, 79797 
have # other Gods before me.) - Exod. xx. 3. 


— op What is be. york in the fot Com 


een 89 t is, 5 N n aft 


know w and acknowledg e God to be the only 
true God, and our God, and to worſhip and 


garify him accordingly ). MY Sao ly 


0 1 Chron. XxVii. 9. Deut . 17 
7 Man, iv. 10, „Flalm xxix. 2. 
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A. The firſt Commandmeꝑt forbiddeth the 
de 2, or tot worſhipping and glorify! 
oe God, AS 87 a our God 5, 
\thas Warqhip; and. Glory to any 
— is due to him alone c, dn 
I eee . Romi. ar. all exxi. 
e n D H Ss "Iv 2? 


HB 48. What are we eſpecially taught by theſe 
(before me) in the firſt Commandment ? 
A 1 Words (before. me) in the firſt 
Commandment teach us, that God, who ſeeth 
all Things, taketh Notice of, and is much 
diſpleaſed with the Sin of i other 
Gaist e N Ls G a EE 
dad fene 0 n Ede 


* bo OTE n 
Ne — 4 Commend reſpects the. Means and Or- 
Divine Worſfüp, requiring us to keep 


dindn 
cloſe to God's Appointments, without adding 
neee from: eee * F N 


Qn. I bieb i the ſitond Cane? 


ko 


Ae ſccbnd Commandment is, (Thaw Bult 


not make unto thet any graven Tmage, of any Ele- 


ve Nun thing” that i i in Heaven ubobe, 'or that 


is in the Earth Bentutb, or tbat it in tht Water 
under tbe Earth : * Thou ſhalt not bow down'thy- 


| ſelf to-them, nor ſerve them : For 1 the Lori thy 
Cad am a jealous God, viſiting the Iniquity of the 
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fourth Generation of them that hate me, and foe. | 
ing Mercy unto Thouſands of them that love me, 
and keep my Commandments.) Exod. xx. 4s 5, 6. 


Q. 50. What is " Tequired in the ſecond Con: 
nate? - 
A ———— requireth the 
receiving, obſerving e, and keeping pure and 
entire all ſuch religious Worſhip and Ordi- 
nances as God hath appointed in his Word. 
„Deut. xxxii. 46. Matt. Ui. 40. 7 Deut. 
5. 32. Acts ii. 2. 
sr. What is frhidden in the fend Com : 
mandment ? 
"A. The ſecond Commandment forbiddeth 
the worſhipping of God by Images g, or any 


bend = 


Deut. iv. 15, 16. 5 Col. li. 18. . " 1 
Q. 82. What are the Reaſons anyexed. to. the 
ſecond Commandment ? 


A. The Reaſons annexed to the ſecond 


7 Commandment are, God's Sovereignty over IM pr. 
us i, his Propriety in us &, and the Zeal he G. 


bath for his own. Worſhip . 


1 Pm xr 2, 3. 1 Plalm al. 11. a. b 
IV. 14. MOOT enn thi, 
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ir of all that 
ous, and}; rita Vie. . 
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bidding all prophane Swearing, together with, all 
ſelfiſh | Views, irreverent Behaviour, and carnal 


Frames, eſpecially when we have 0 do with 
ſacred Things. d 


. 53. Which is the, third Commandment 2. 


A. The. third Commandment. is, (Thou ſoalt 8 


not tale tbe Name of the Lord thy God in vain, 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh 
his Name in vain.)- Exod. xx. 7. 


Q. 54. What is required in the third. Con: 
mandment ? 


4. The third Commandment requireth the 
holy and reverend Uſe ef God's Names m, 
Titles, Attributes u, Ordinances 0, Word 0 
and Works 9. 


m Pfal. zevi. 8. „ Rev, xy, 374. . Teclet v. 1. 
p Pſal, cxxxvili. 2. 9 Job xxxvi. 24. 


"Q 55." What is forbidden in the third Com- 
mandment ? | 
A. The third Commandment forbiddeth all | 


profaning and abuſing of any thing Ny The 
God maketh himſelf know rp 


r Mal. i. 6, 7, 12. Mal. ii. einge 
Q. 56. "What © the Reaſon annexed to "= 
third Commandment ? M1 
4. The Reaſon annexed to the third Com- | 
mandment is, that however the Breakers of 
o Commandment may eſcape” Puniſhment 
3 E 2 from 
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from Men, yet the Lord dur God will no 
ſuffer them to re his 3 Judg- 
ments 5. 

Deut. xxviii. 58, 59. 


The fourth Commun reſpects the Times and 


Seafons of Divine Worthip; requiring a ſtrict and 
holy Obſervance of the Sabbath-Day; where it is 
needful to remark, as the Catechiſm: very: juſtly 
does, that the weekly Sabbath is to be now kept 
on 'the-firit Day of the Week by Chriſtians, as it 
was on the ſeventh Day by the Jews. _ 
QQ. /. Which is the fourth Commandment ? 
A The fourth Commandment is, (Remember + 
the-Sabbath-Day to keep it holy: Six Days fpalt 
'thou labour and do all thy Work, but the ſevenib | 
Day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; wit i 1 
bon ſbait not do am Work, thou, nor thy Sor, „ 
var "thy Daughter, thy Man-Servant, nor 1% 1 
Maid-Servant, nor thy Cattle, nor thy Stranger 
that" is within thy Gates: For in fix Days it WF ei 
Lord made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and al 1 
that in them is, and reſted the . ſeventh Da) ; 
. wherefore the Lord bleſſed the  Sabbath- Day, and 
* Exod. xx. $9 49) 1 :.. MN £c: 


8. What is required in the _ Con- 
** 1 

4/22 The fourth:-Commiandment pied ch 

T ing holy to God ſuch ſes, T igpes nabe hail 


7 appol inted 
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appointed in his Word, expreſly one whole Day 
in ſeven to be an holy Sabbath to himſelf . 


t Levit. xix. 30. Deut. v. 12. 


Q. 59. Which Day of the ſeven bath Ged ap- 
pointed to be the weekly Sabbath ? 


A. From the Beginning of the World to > che 


Reſurrection of Chriſt, God appointed the ſe- 
venth Day of the Week to be the weekly Sab- 
bath u, and the firſt Day of the Week ever 
ſince, to continue to the End of the World, 
which is the Chriſtian Sabbath wo. 


u Gen. ii. 3. t Acts X. 7. 1 Cor. Xvi. 1, 2. 


Rev. i. 10. 


Q. bo. How is the Sabbath to be — = 
A. The Sabbath is to be ſanctified by an 


holy ' reſting all that Day, even from ſuch 


worldly Employments and Recreations as are 
lawful on other Days x, and ſpending the 


whole Time in the publick and private Exer- 7 


ciſes of God's Worſhip y, except ſo much as 
is to be taken up Ro ER 
and Mercy x. 


» Levit. Xxili;' 3. Neh. xiii. 15—22. „ Platen 
xcii. I, 2. Iſa. Ixvi 23. & Matt. xii 11, 1a. 


Q. 61. apt ap anne. | 


mandmen. ? K-26 N 
A. The fourth Commandment ſorbiddech 
the Omi oo, or careleſs Performance of the 
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Duties required a, and the 8 the Day 
by Talents, or doing that which is in itſelf 
finful 5, or by unneceffary Thoughts, Words, 
or Works, about worldly Fin Es or 
Recreations c. 


4 Ezek; xxii. 26. Amos viii, 5, Mat. 13. 
eck. xxl. 38. c Iſa. lviii. 13. Jer. xvii. 24—27. 
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' fourth Commandment ? 

. The Reaſons annexed to the fourth 
Commandment are, God's allowing us fix 
Days of the Week for our own Employ- 
ments 4, his challenging a ſpecial .Propriety 
in the ſeventh e, his own Example /, an his 
blefing the Sabbath-Day g. 

n Oe XXX1. 15,16, Lev. AG 8 
*. 17. * n S 1h | 
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And this is the Subſtance of our Duty with 
reſpe& to God; namely, to worſhip him alone, 
to glorify and honour him, in that Way, with 
that Frame of "og pat e which 
he has directed. reit 


3 e ee 0. Duties of th f. 
* NFA us 


Our Do rx to M AN 
Contained i in the remaining /ix * which 
and. in the following beautiful, Order:: 

| fifth Command reſpects our Neghhour' > 


21 
able 
Relat in to us; requiring us to + all . 


FE. 


Q. 62. What are the Reaſons 22 to ie 
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one in their ſeveral Places and Relations 4. 


Jtth Commandment ? 
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Reſpect to others, according to their Condition; 
whether Providence has ſet them in a Station 
above us, or below us, or upon a Level 
with us. 


Q. 63. Which is the fifth Commandment ?. > = 
A. The fifth Commandment is, ( Henour thy 
Father and thy Mother, that thy Days may be 


eng upon the Land which the Lord thy Ged 


giveth thee.) Exod. xx. 12. 


Q. 64. What is required in the Hab — 
mandment? 


A. The fifth Comemandmen requireth the 
preſerving the Honour, and performing the 
Duties belonging to every one in their ſeveral 
Places and Relations, as a: Interiors, 
or Equalsk. _ 

b Eph. v. 21, 22. Eph. vi. 1, 5. Rom. xiii. ** 
1 Pet. ii. 17. 1 Eph. vi. 9. 1 Rom. xii. 10, 


Q. 65. What 15 forbidden' in de fifth Com- 
mandment? 
A. The fifth 6 forbiddert the 


neglecting of, or doing any thing againſt the 
Honour and Duty which belongeth to every 


3 KS +5 
Matt xv. YT wane 


Q. Es. What i the ae e 6 tht 


| . The Reaſon annexed to che fifth Comp 
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| kent is, a Promiſe of long Life and 
Proſperity (as far as it ſhall ferve or God's 
Glory and their own Good) to all ſuch as 
ne this Commandment m. 


M Eph. vi. 2, 3. 


"The 15 Command reſpects our own and our 
Neighbour's Life; requiring every thing that pru- 
dently and lawfully tends to the Preſervation 
thereof, and forbidding whatſoever tends, either 
in Thought, Affection, or Action, to the Preju- 
dice thereof. | 

Wo; 67. Which is the ſixth Commandment ? { 

A. The ſixth Commandment is, (74 hou ſbal. 


not kill.) Exod. xx. 13. 


Q. 68. What is required in the fixth Com- 
jets <2 ? 

A. The ſixth Commandment requireth al 
” lawful Endeavours to preſerve our own — 2 


and the Life of others o. 
„ Eph. v. 28, 29. „ Pſalm Ixxxij. Þ 4. Job 
XXIix. 13. bs 


Q. 557 What ts forbidden in the foul Com- 4 


by 3 faxth Wan forbidderh the 
taking away our own Life p, or the Life of 
our Neighbour , unjuſtly, and whatſoever # 
tendeth thereunto r. 7 


Acts xvi. 28. 9 Gen, ix. 6. 7 Prov, xi n 


305 . Matt. V. 21, 22. , 1 4 Wis 
PEI rs; The 


Pr 1 
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The ſcvenih Commend. reſpects our own and our 
Neighbour's Chaſtity ; requiring every thing that 
is chaſte and decent, and forbidding every thin 
that is unchaſte or obſcene, in TE een 
and Behaviour. 
Q. 70. Which is the ſeventh Contmtindment ? 
As. The ſeventh Commandment is, if Thou 


Q TT. What fs Mina the + ſont Com: 
mandment ? 
A. The ſeventh Commandment requiteth 
the Preſervation of our own , and our Neigh- 
: bour's Chaſtity 7, in Heart 2, een and | 
Behaviour «. 
1 Theſſi iv. 4. „ Eph, v. 11, 12. 1 Cor, vii. 


2 u 2 Tim. i ii. 22. 'w Col. i iv. 6.7 7 E 
lil. 2. 


, What is forbidden in 1 the — Com- 
mandment ? 


A. The ſeventh e forbiddeth 
all unchaſte . 55 Words 2, and 


Actions 4. aner 9 3 % Ai 
y Matt. v. 26. 2 K Eph.” v. 4. 4 AER 
, 311? IN 41017 7 + of 
f The nights LANG reſ pedts an Ray nd our 
Neighbour's Property ; ; requiring whatey A- 
fully promotes,” arid forbidding whatever unjuftly 
prevents the WE: Poſſeſſion ati Improve- 
ment chereo f. D MA 
ob pam oY NN 
1 N 
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Q. 53. Which is the eighth 3 ? 


A. The eighth Commandment is, ( Thou 
foals not feal.) Exod. xx. 15. 


10 74. What is 4, es in the or Com- 
mandment ? 

A. The cighth Gee deem requireth the 
lawful procuring and furthering the Wealth and 
outward Eſtate of ourſelves þ, and others c. 


Rom. Xii. 17. Prov. xxvii. 23. 
Deut. xxii. 14. Phil. ii. 4. 


7 Whit is forbidden in'the 45 con- 
mandment? 


A. The eighth Commandment forbiddeth 
wharſoever doth, or may unjuſtly hinder our 


own d, or our Neighbour's Wealth or out- 
ward Eſtate e. 


4 1 Timm. v. 8. Prov. xxviii..49. yy 6, 
Job xx. 19, 20. Tode! iv. 28. 


The ninth « ment u our own _ our 
Neighbour $ Reputation; z enjoining ſtrict Integrity 
and Truth in our Dealings, and forbidding every 
thing. that is hurtful to the good Name and Ne 
putation of ourſelves or others. 


76. Which is the ninth NE In? ? 
A. The ninth Command ment is, ( Thou ſbal. 


not dean falſe Witneſs againſt * 1 


Exod. XX, 16. 
77. 


n 35 | 


1 
00 
* 
10 
1 


4 compendious Body 'of Divinity. 47. 

Q. 77. What 10 Fe das in the ninth Com- 
mandment ? 1 

A. The ninth Commandment requireth the 
maintaining and promoting of Truth between 
Man and Man /, and of our own g, and our 
Neighbour's good Name 5, . in Wit- 
neſs-bearing i. 1 

F Zech. viii. 16. f 1 Per. iii. 16. Acts xxv. 10. 
3 Epiſt. John 12. 1 Prov. xiv. 5,25. tex 

Q. 78. What is forbidden in the ninth Com- 
mandment ? 

A. The ninth Commandment. forbiddeth 
whatſoever is prejudicial to Truth &, or inju- 


6 rious to our on 4, or our. Neighbour's good 
Name w. TRAY 


Rom. iii. 13. . 5 „ Palo . 3. 


Lev. xix. 46. F wo 


. The tenth Command reſpects our own and our 
Neighbour's Contentment; requiring us to be ſatiſ- 
hed with the Allotments of Providence towards 

r ourſelves and others. 


Q 79. Which is the tenth Commandment? . 

A. The teath Commandment is, (Thou ſhalt 
not covet thy Neighbour's Houſe, thou ſhalt t 
covet thy Neighbour's Wife, nor his Man- Servant, 
7 ner bis Maid. Servant, nor his Ox, nor his Aſs, 
"> that is. Nee e 
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— 
mandment 
. — requireth full 
Contentment with our own Condition 4 with Wl 
4 right al and chafitable Frame of Spirit towards 


our Neighbour, - and all that is his.  _ 


n Heb, xi. 5. x Tim. vi. 6. Rom. xii. 15. 
19-006 Xiti.-4, . | nr 
' Q: 81. What is forbidden in the tent Con. 
mund nn n 
A. The tenth ical forbiadet! al il © 
Diſcontent with our own Eſtate p, envying or 
grieving at the Good of our Neighbour g, and 
All inordinate Motions and Affections to any 4 


thing that is his r. ic 6 
" 1 Cor. x: 10. 1 Kings xi, + TIE: * e 
euer iti, 5. Rom. vii. 7. | d 

at 


3 might have ſpecified more Alina 5 par- 1 
ticular Duties required and Sins forbidden: Bu ch 
I chooſe rather td conclude this brief Account of 
the Commands, by ſubjoining a Set of Rules 
which carry their on Evidence, and Which wil 
aſſiſt every one to explain and apply the Precept 
themſelves, and will ſhow the Spirituality, Per 
echion, and Extenſiveneſs of the Divine Law *. 
1. Wnere-evet a Duty is commanded the 
Eocktthry Vin is forbidden; and where à Sin i 
forbidden the contrary Duty is commanded. 
Dl e, a, Undet 
— — — — eee ee 
1 — dats co of te EN 


a compendious Body of Divinity. 


th thereof, and Provocations thereinto. 


ds 3. Whatever is forbidden or commanded. to 
off ourſelves, we are bound, according to our Places, 
co endeavour that it may be avoided or performed 
15. dy others; aceording to the Duty of their Places. 
4. We are bound, according to our Places and 

n. WM Callings, to be helpful to others in what is com- 
manded them ; and to take heed leſt we be Par- 

11 {takers of the Sins of others, by encouraging or 


conniving at them. 

5. The Law of God is to be SNN of 
and 28 reaching to the Heart, Underſtanding, Will, 
aD) Affections, and all other Powers of the Soul, as 


ot 


well as to the Words and Actions; ſo that what- 


26. ever is commanded, the Lord requires. it to be 
one with the Heart, and with ſuitable Affection; 
and whatever is forbidden, the Lord forbids every 

par- Motion of Thought, Wiſh, or Defire tending 
gu chereunto.— So ſpiritual is the Law of God! _ 


of his Law and unto entire Obedience continu- 
ally, fo as to requi:e the utmoſt Perfection of every 
Duty, and to forbid the leaſt Degree of every 


{ the defect, and the Holy God would be ſuppoſed " 
in i diſpenſe with, and connive at, what is finful/ - 
| Let us all ſeriouſly apply theſe plain, ahoiove, 
Undeſſ and evident Rules unto the Divine Commits, 
c BE er in their large CG 


WS $4 F „ r 38 nan 


40 
1.2. Under one Sin or Duty, all of the ſame Kind 
re forbidden or commanded ; together with: all 
proper Cauſes, Means, Occaſions, and e 
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6. The Lord bindeth every one to full Con- 
formity in the whole Man unto the Requirements 


Sin z otherwiſe the Law of the Lord would not be 
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then, compare our Hearts and D that 

we may know what we are to endeavour after, 
wherein, we are deſective. 

Thus we have regularly bnidhed the PRACTICAL 
Part of Divinity; and ſo in a Senſe have gone 
through the whole of it, as to what we are to 
believe concerning God, and what Duty God re- 
gquires of Man: But ſurely we ought not to pais 

| over or lay aſide theſe great and important Matters 
- without ſome ſuitable Improvement, but ſhould 
aim to bring them home unto ourſelves, to know 
our own State, Hope, and Duty : And this the 
remaining Part of the Catechiſm moſt regularly 

$; Which'T would therefore call 
Bas N. 


"LB The APPLICATION. 


4 Ts the Law of God ſo ſpiritiial, extenſive, and 
perfect as we have juſt ſeen? and is the Grace of 
God ſo rich, free, and glorious as has been de- 
ſcribed in the former Part of this Syſtem? Then 
we may improve the whole, %, by way of Hu- 
mutation: ; _ ſecondly, by way of Convittion 3 and, 
thirdly,: by way of Direct. 
"Firſt, For Humiliation. Since the Divine Law 
is ſo ſpiritual and extenſive, what Reaſon have we 
to humble ourſelyes before the perfealy holy God, 
on comparing it with our Wied ee and 
Lives! How weak, feeble, and iteapabäg are we 
in our preſent State to perform che Righteauſneſs 
of the Law. Our Thoughts, Words, and Action 
appeat very defective und dery defiled, When 
dreutzht to this Tranſeript of 1 Holineſs; 
for which Reaſon it is a that any Righte- 
£6 mw s ouſneſs 


— by us mould be able to Juſtify 
| us in the Sight of God. 


Q. 82. h ap Nm ab n bow 1h 
Commandments of God * +14 
A. No mere Man fince.the.Fall.is able in 
this Life perfectly to keep the Command- 
ments of God-s, but doth daily nne 
Thought , Word u, and Deed w. 


CFocleſ. vii. 20. 1 John i. 8. Gal, v. 27: 
Gen. viii. 21. Jam. iii. 8. 1280. Jaw. iii. 2. 3 


Secondly, For Convi#tion. Hence we ſee Re: 
not only to be humbled for our Man, and 
| Pollutian, but likewiſe to be convicted and alarmed 
d in our Conſciences on account of our Guilt, and 
f W Liableneſs to the awful Judgment of God, Let 
-- WW thoſe that are ſtupid, and careleſs about themſelves 
n W and their Sins, remember, that although ſome Sins 
„ne more heinous than others, and ſome Sinneis 

viler than others; yet every Sin is of ſo ma- 
+ Wl lignant and odious a Nature, as truly to deſerve 
% dhe Wrath of God, and the Curſe of his Law, 
„ee both here and hereafter, to all Eternity; for Sin, 
d; 3 it is committed againſt an infinite God, as it 
4 ea Tampling upon infinite Authority, a Re- 
ve proaching of infinite Wiſdom, a Daring of al- 
eg mighty Power, an Oppoſing of infinite Holineſs, 
nd larging to nfiaes Jubties, zod.4 Contwegy of 
en infinite Goodneſs, does therefore deſerve everla 
TY Jing 4 A and renders the Sinner 
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I Eph. V. . Gal. i iii. 10. Matt. xxv. 41. | 


"Q:83.” Are all r +. np; vr" Low 
0 ually heinous ? Ares ann 
9 Some Sins in themſelves, and by a0 
127 ſeveral Aggravations, are more heinous in | 
the Sight of God than n 5 
yl, x John xix. . Platen 1; Hr iii. 7. Erek. vii. 
6, 13, 15. 22 f 
2.84. What doth every Sin deſerve? / 
* A. Every Sin deſerveth God's Wrath and y 
Curſe, both in this Life and that which is t N 
come y. Au le lars 6 8 F 
W 


ali), 


© Thirdly, For Direfim. Are any Soule ſo hum- 
Bled and convinced in themſelves as to be ea neſt 
ly defirous of knowing the Way to eſcape this de- 32 
ſe. ved Wrath, and the Way to true Holitieſs and 
*Happineſs, let them attend to the Directions, the 


ſuitable and excellent Directions the Word ef of 
God gives in this Affair; for this is the moſt . 
comprehenſive and momentous Caſe of Conſci- up: 
"ence that can poflibly be put. Remember then, 0 
that you are not called upon to fave yourſelves by W th 
4 our own Strength, or to juſtify yourſelves by W tba 
'F ur 'own Righteouſneſs, both which '#/e*utier)y WM Teil; 
mpoſlible : But behold a Door of Hope is opened — 
Why 


8 you, and the Way to Heaven planned out in 


the blefſed Goſpel; for (conſidering the Perfection of t 
"of the Lats and the Freeneſs of th Grate of God hear 
vou ne directed, I. to Ay to Chriſt by Faith; and 
A be ah do pen, * and from 1 effet 


Co 


a cumpendiout Rudy "of Divinity. 83 
by Repentance; and, III. to make uſe of thoſe 
Means of Grace which God has ordained ſor the 
Conviction and Converſion of Sinners, and for the 
SanRtification, Confirmation, and Ne of 


his qa 

What doth God 1 require of bo that 
ue my den- Us Wrath end Cole de 
for Sin ? 

A. To eſcape the Wrath and Curſe of God 
due to us for Sin, God requireth' of us Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, Repentance unto Life æ with 
the diligent Uſe of all the outward Means, 
whereby Chriſt communicateth to us the Be- 
nefits of Redemption a. 


* 21. 4 Prov. ii. —3. 1 


TH: I 441; 


what now remains is only to conſider the Parts 
of this Pirection diſtinctly, and in their Order. 
I. We are directed to fly to Chriſt, and live 
upon him by Faitb. Since there is Salvation in 
no other but in him, it is evident there can be no 
other Way to a Salvation from Sin, and, Wrath 
than, dy going} to him, receiving of him, ud 
teſting upon Rim as the andy, all- ſufficient, and 
free Saviour: And this can be only by, Faith; 
which is not a mere notional Belief of the Truth 
of the Goſpel concerning Chriſt, but is ſuch a real, 
dearty Per ſuaſion of Chriſt's Fulneſs and Freeneſs, 
and of but own Emptineſs and Unworthineſs, as 
lectually moves and 3 our Souls to 
3 8⁰ 


f 


54 "be Aſembly's Curb 
88 to him, approve of him, and depend upon 
Mum for all che Bleſſings we need 2s Sinners; that 
- we uttetly helpleſs and unworthy in ourſelves : 
And whenever a ſenſible Soul thus comes to Jeſus 
,Chriſt, he is brought by rations of the 
Holy Spirit. AY hah * 4 1 * 
Q. 86. What is Faith in Jeſus Chriſt . 

A. Faith in Jeſus Chriſt is a ſaving Grace 4, 
| whereby we receive c, and reſt upon him alone 
for Salvation d, as he is offered to us in the 
Da 


abel Hed. . 39. 58 e 29. lh 35 4+ $ 
ras ee "+ Ie. au 22. u, iche 


n We are directed to fly dee pd”. and 

5 "Sw our Sins by Repentance> For true Faith can- 
. Hot be without Repentance, nor true Repentance | 
without Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. In vain do thoſe 4 
pretend truly to believe in Jeſus Chriſt; who have 
not a true Senſe of Sin, 'z Shame and Grief for it, 
anda Hatred of it, and a real Deſire and Endea- 
| en after new Obedience; and as vain are thei: 
Pretenſions, who ſuppoſe they truly repent, but are 
not, by their Sight and Hatred of Sin, quickened 
and directed to Jefus Chriſt atone for Grace to 
pardon their Guilt, and for Strength to ſubdue 
„ Heir, Corruptions and purify their Hearts. 


« 194) Q $7: What i Li Repentance unto Let. ( 
,Repentance unto Life is a ſaving Grace 
hereby a Sinner, out of a true Senſe of hi _ 
ee of che _— of h 
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we mould attend to each of them diſtinctly. 


a compendious Body of Divinity. Fs 

God in Chriſt þ, doth with Grief and Hatred 

of his Sin turn from it unto God i, with full 

Purpoſe of, and Endeavour After 1 new Ode 
dience k. the 

f Adds xi. 18. Adds ii. 37. 5 Joel il. 12, 13 


i Jer. xxxi. 18, 19. Ne *. Palm 
exix. 59. * 2 24 wy. 54 $4 * . 5 


Ul. We are directed to the L of thoſe Mears 
of Grace which God hath ordained, for us to 
make uſe of, and for him to work by. In and 
by theſe, as Inſtruments, God is graciouſly pleaſed 


to convey the Bleflings of Grace into our Souls, 


Theſe Means of Grace are very numerous and 
valuable; but the chief of them are theſe three; 
1. The Ward: 2. The Sacraments ; and, 3. Proyer. 


. 88.. bat are the outward Means co here 
* n communicatath 10 us the: Benghun of 
E +11") 7g 

A. Tee corwerd eee dad where. 
by Chriſt communicateth to us the Benefits of 
Redemption, are his Ordinances, eſpecially the - 


2 Word, Sacraments, and Prayer I, all which are 
mie effectual to the Elect for Salvation 4 


Is 3% * 


I Mans, xXviii. 195 20. Acts i li. 41, 42. 9 


That we might. ſee how uſefut theſe Means 6f 
Grace are, and the C/ we are to make of them, 


. The Worn. or Gob; wheched:awinad, 
heard,” meditated upon, es 


93 & great 


1 b 
tains m-4e the whole which. we are to believe and 
It muſt therefore have a wonderful 
Suitableneſs and Tendency to anſwer all ſpiritua 
and gracious Purpoſes. 1 here is every thing in 
it that is ſuited to rouſe the Stupid, to teach the 
Ignorant, to convince” the Carnallyſecure, to 
drive the Wicked and Self-righteous out of their 
vain Hopes, to prevent the convinced Soul from 
Tinking/ into Deſpair, to direct the Soul to Jeſus 
Chriſt for all Salvation, to comfort the Diſconſo- 
late, to ſtrengthen the Weak, to reſolve the 
oubting, to reſtore the Backſliding, to excite all 
the Graces of the Spirit into Exerciſe, and to pu- 
Tify the Soul from Sin and fit it for the Enjoy- 
ment of God. Such important Ends as theſe the 
Word of God is calculated to promote, and for 
that Reaſon is to be highly valued and diligently 
uſed by us; and the Power of the Divine Spit 
accompanying it makes it actually effectual for 
theſe Ends to the choſen People of God. 
. 89. How, is .1he Ward made. ee 1 
Salvation ?;,. 683283 os 44 
A. The Spirit of God — the reading, 


but eſpecially che preaching of the Word, an 
effectual Means of convincing and converting 


Sinners m, and of building them up in Holi- 


be Comfort, pays Spc unte Sal- 


"ENT "Nel wii. 8. "Ea ms. 
5+; n „n, 


2 
2 


a compendious Body" of Divinity. 37 
The Ve wer are to make of it, in Dependence 


upon the Divine Spirit for a Bleſſing upon it, is 
to attend to it diligently, ſer iouſly, and devoutiy 


to believe and prize it; to retain and practiſe = 


\Q 90: How is the Word to be read and heard, 
that it may become. effettual to Salvation? | 
A. That the Word may * 
to Salvation, we muſt attend thereunto with 

p Diligence p, Preparation g, and Prayer , re- 
ceive it with Faiths, and Love t, lay it up in 
our Hearts #, and Practiſe it in our Lives «vs 
þ Prov. vin. + * Pet. ii. 1, We” r al; Gy. 
18, E] Heb. iv. 2. #2 Thell, i it. 10, 1 Pal, ek. 


Aro 
11. w Jam, | 1 25. Luke viii. 15. nee 


2. The SAcRA MNG allo are Valle © an 
uſeful Means of Grace, which we ae to 
thankful for, and rigatly to uſe, for God's lo 
and our ſpiritual Benefit: Concerning which 
muſt anderſtand, (1.0 their Ufe; (2. ) thelf Nan? 
and} (3;)-their Number. * * LINE 
| 60 Their C/ and Effeacy. aan 
highly neceſſary {that all Miſtake: may be pte- 
vented) to take Notice, that they ae not in 
themſelves, ſaying Ordinances, neither can ther 
of themſelves either convey or confirm Grace: 
There is no ſuch Virtue in them, or in him that 
adminiſters them; but they are upon 4 Le 
with other, Ordinances, as their Efficacy. entirely 
| depends upon the Blefling and Spirit of r 
8 and the Beben of them is , b kad. 


9 HF 
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Q. 93s How. do the Sacraments become eff+c- 
tral Meant of Salvation Din enn 7: 
H. The Sacraments become effectual Means 
of Salvation, not from any Virtue in them, or 
In lim that doth adminiſter them x, but 6n1; 
by the Bleſſing of Chriſt, and the Working of 
his Spirit in —_— by Faith receive them). 

W enn. 7. 5 1 Pet. 1 e Wee 
nne 

4% Their Meer: Which is this; They re 
pk. ho in 4 familiar and ſtriking Manner, to 
the He, the moſt important Doctrines of the 
 Golpel, Bleſſings of Grace, and Promiſes of the 
Covenant, by ſenſible Signs; whereby our Un- 
derſtandings are inſtructed, our Faith confirmed, 
and our Flearts affected and impreſt; and ſo 
Chriſt and his Benefits are applied, by the Power 
of the Spirit, unto the Souls OI of 
tae} Believers. ' 

Q 92. What is a Storm} U 
A. A Sacrament is an e r in- 
ſtituted by Chriſt, wherein, by ſenſible Signs, 
- Chriſt and the Benefits of the new Covenant 
dre repreſented'z, Raled, and pd. 12 Be- 
levers 2. wa 


| 1 has been thus briefly ſaid of them is ut. 
fcien to recommend them to us, and to make 
us.yery defirous to know what 7 9 Which 
leads us to conſider, | 
Hilla (3) Their 


2 Gen. xvii. 10. Nom. iv. 1 T. e | 


4 compeudiatts Bua, of Divinity. 39 
(3.) Their Number And though there were 
many ſuch under the Old Teſtament, yet now, 


under the New, there are bus M —__ _ 
and the Lox D's SUPPER-./ ,, 


Q. 93- inis are the Sacraments of the New 
Teſtament ? | a ts Tir N I'S 

A. The em of the New Ta 
are Baptiſm 5 b, and the Lord's Supper c. 


b Mark xvi,/16. 7 *8>. M 


iſt, een is a Sending edna 
of Chriſt, deſigned to anſwer ſome of the moſt” 
valuable and comfortable Purpoſes ; under which 
we view, (i.) The Mar of it: * 0 unge 
of it: (nit,) The Suess of it. 

(i.) The Adar of it: And it is to de ple. 
formed by waſhing with, or ſprinkling and pour 
ing out of Water, in the glorious and myſterious 
Name of Father, Son, and Haly Spirit; whereby 
we pay Divine Worſhip to each of the Perſons 
in the Godhead, diſtinctly as three Perſons, and 
unitedly as one God. Neither can any Petſon 
conſiſtently adminiſter or receive this Sacrament, 
without a real Belief of the fundamental Dodine 
of theTrinity. 1 oo 

(ü.) The Uſe of it is ns" 
and familiar Way, the Waſhing of Regenetation, 
the firſt ſaving Bleſſing that a Soul is made 94 
takes of; The Water repreſencs the 'Jpirit 
Grace as a purifying Spirit; the Vuſbiag vin e 
ſuppoſes Uncleanneſs, and ſo intimates the Cor- 
ruption of our Nature, and ſets forth the Ne- 
2&8 - {is} ceſlity 


Go: + The Afembly's Catechiſm | 
$ ae 12nd) Efficacy, of the Work. ofthe Hel 
1 Spirit for our Purification; and the Doing it in 
| the Name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ſets 
forth the Concern that each Divine Perſon has in 
we Method of Grace, as deſcribed; before in the 
1 Do&trinal Part of the Body of Divinity. 

This being the ſpiritual Meaning of the Sacra- 1 
4 ment itſelf, it follows, that our being thus baptized 
I ſignifies und confirms to us our being united to 
| Chriſt, and our being actually introduced into a 
State of Grace; and in our Submiſſion to this Pr 


gracious Appointment we profeſs ourſelves to be hit 
| devoted ants the Lord, as our Covenant-God. of 


ugh Whatis Baptiſm? , 
bl A. Baptiſm is a Sacrament, wherein the 
"Waſhing with Water, in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy dae 
Ghoſts, doth ſignify and ſeal our ingrafting I . 5 
mto Chriſt, and 'partaking of the Benefits of I Ch. 
the Covenant of Grace e, and, our Engage. Cor 
ment to be the Lord's 7. _ Frag ih plai 


Matt. xxviii. 19. den. 3 on on 27. Chr 
n. wy" | 
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n 1 and 
Gn) The Sijery of ie, „nn Chr, 
| whom Ws to be adminiered. And ir is evi- buti 
kom. its very Nature and Defign,' that the I ©" 
Subzects of it are ſuch as viſibly belong to ce 
Sen e "ſuch who profeſs to believe theſe fun- 
damental Doctrines, and in the judgment of If ©! 
©0061 eee an We theſe funda- 
8 Ates e vo mental 
11 in * 


* k AG — — — EIN _ 
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a compenbn Body of "Divinity. 6. 
mental Bleſſings: Theſe are to be baptized, and 
their infant Seed, in Teſtimony of their Belief of; 
and Dependance upon that Promiſe, ' that e 
will de our God, and the God of our Seed 
us in their Generations. 

Q..95, To whom, 11 Bal to. be" 1 
mjlered ; 1 Mn rv 
A. Baptiſm is not to be adminiſtered 88 
who. are. out. of the viſible Church till they 
profeſs: their Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to 
himg; but the Infants of ſuch as are Members 
of the viſible Church are to be baptized b 
Acts ii. 41. Gen. xvii. 7, 1G. i n | 


. 


. 


39. 1 Cor. vii. 14. e 
And fo we proceed 0 take View ofthe ue 
Sacrament. - 


2dly, The Lon D's Suryz n, This likemi@ 
18 to anſwer moſt valuable Ends in the 
Churches of Chriſt, for their Confirmation and 
Conſolation ; for in this Sacrament we have a 
plain and ſtriking Repreſentation of the Death of 
Chriſt, and the Benefits purchaſed- thereby. Here 
the broken Bread fignifies Chriſt's broken Body, 
and the Wine poured out ſignifies the Blood of 
Chriſt ſhed for the Remiſſion of Sin. The diſtri⸗ 
buting: of the Bread and Wine repreſents Chriſt's 
giving himſelf freely for us and to us, and the 
receiving and partaking thereof repreſents the 
Actings of true Faith in him, whereby we receive, 
reſt, 2 our only all- ſuſſicient 
e and The natural Benefit f 
Nouriſhment by Bread, and Refreſhment by 
Wine, 


95 wi te dts Sache, 


N 


and Vik each other. Believers i in 92 9 Loi 
partake not of the material Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, but by the Actings of Faith do receive 
and feed upon him ſpiritually as a crucified” Sa- 
our; they have their Faith aſſiſted, ſtrengthened, 
and confirmed by theſe beautiful Repreſentations, 
and ſo receive from the n of Chriſt, and 
TO for Grace. | Y 

96. What is the Lands Supper? . 
« 7 The Lord's Supper is a. Sacrament, 
wherein, by giving and. receiving Bread and 
Wine. according to Chriſt's Appointment, his 
=_ Death is ſhewed forth i, and the worthy Re- 
= ceivers are, not after a corporal and carnal 
Manner, but by Faith, made Partakers of his 


Body and Blood, with all his Benefits, to their 


ſpiritual Nouriſhment, and Growth in Grace i 
4 Luke xii. 19, 20. 4 1 Cor & 16. 


1 N " And if we vi partake of . 
WO a oper Manner, ſo as to receive, any. {pixitual 
= "Benefit by. it, tis neceflary we ſhould ſeriouſly 
- $xamane , gurſelves. concerning... our, Knowledge, 
Faith. Repentance, and Goſpel-Qbedience : Fo: 
i we approach ta the Lord's Table without 2 
proper: Knowledge of. the Nature, and Deſign of 

e . W ral, 3 — 
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a compendions Body" of Divinity. 63 
vpon Chriſt by Faith, but uſe it to any other 
Pu: poſe than that for which it was intended, we 

prophane and abuſe the Ordinance, diſhonour 
the Lord Jeſus, and fo offend God, and render 
ourſelves . to fpirittal and temporal lock 
ments. 


Q. 97. What is required to the worthy re- 
1 the Lord's Supper? . 

It is required of them who would wor- 
wy partake of the Lord's Supper, that they 
examine themſelves of their Knowledge to dif- 
cern the Lord's Body , of their Faith to feed 


upon him m, of their Repentance #, Love o, 


and new Obedience p, left, coming unworthily, 
they eat and drink Judgment to themſelves q 


1 1Cor. xl. 28, 20. m 2 Cor. xiti. 5. n x Cor. 
18 N 18, 20. K 8. 
7 Coai 2. ien Wor kts 2 


| Fun e Ferry wha 
Uſe of the Sacraments, we are brought to the 
third and laſt ſpecial Means of Grate, namely, 
3. PRAYER xz. 2 Duty and Privilege of the 
higheſt Importance to the Power and Progreſs of 
true Religion in our Hearts and Lives; whereby 
we expreſs our Wants to God, profeſs our De- 
pendance upon him, pour out our Hearts before 
him, and receive Beflings from him. The OH 
of Prayer is God alone: The Nature of Prayer is 
the Offering up out Defires to him: The Anta 
of roo tg a 9 Will, 
namely, 


1 „e Aſemb y o. — 
namely, ſuch Favours as God has promiſed, Chriſt 
. and we really ſtand in need of. 
ur Habe of Acceptance and Succels before his 
one muſt be built upon the Name, Mediation, 
Merit, and Interceſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
Aud in this Duty of Prayer we ſhould likewiſe 
humbly confeſs our Sins, and na gs.” * 
r God's Mercies. 


2 98. What is Prayer ? 

A. Prayer is an Offering up of our Deſires 
to God y, for Things agreeable' to his Will /; 
in the Name of Chriſt 7, with Confeſſion of 
our Sins a, and thankful e of 
his Mercies W. 


r Pal. Ixii. 8. * 0 viii. 27. « ys John xvi. 
23. 1 Dan. is. 4. Pſal. xxxii. 5,6 0 Phil, 


en N 


"This i is che general Wh 105 oy ar Punt 
of this ſpiritual Duty: But ſince we need Direc- 
tion in it, tis proper we ſhould take Notice where 
ve may find thoſe Inſtructions which are needful 
to teach us What to pray for, and how to pray 
as we ougbt. Let us therefore remember, that 
the ſacred Oracles are neceſſary and uſeful for this 
Purpoſe ;, for its Dofrines ate uſeful to quicken, 
direct, and encourage us; its Precepts and Pro- 
miſer ſhow us what we are to ſupplicate or pray 
for; and its Prohibitions and Threatnings teach us 
what we are to deptecate or pray againſt; and 

indeed the whole Word of God may, and ought 


A and 
l _— 


r 0 Body of Divinity. 63 
neceſſary Aſfiſtanoe to this ſpiritual Duty: But 
that Portion of Scripture which is commonly 
ealled The. Lord's Prayer is an excellent Fi for 
Direction herein. 75 


gg. What Rule hath God gion fr aur 
N in Prqer? Lad 

The whole Word of God is of Uſa 

* us in Prayer xz but the ſpec ial Rule of 

Direction is that Form of Ras which Chriſt 

taught his Diſciples Is OOO * hs 

Lord's Prayer. 


* John v. 14. 7 Matt. vi. 9. "IL ON 


This conſiſts of three Parts; (1.) A Pau. 
2.) The Netitians (3.) The Concdufion: © 
(1.). The Preface ſhews the Frame of Sperit with 
which we ſhould addreſs our God ; namely, with 
holy, Revgrence and humble Confidence; 3: Which 
is the Frame of Mind with which Children * 
to approach unto their Father. 

0. # bot doth the Preface o ihe Eee, 
Drone teach us 

A. The Pretace of the Lord's Prajercrwhichs 


fd 


4 


Our Father vubith art in Heaven), teacherh/ > 


us to draw near to God with. all holy Nees 
rence x, and Conkidence o, as Children. to a 


Father, able and ready to help us by aka, 
ve ſhould. pray with and for others g. 


r MAW vi off. II Iv 9. en Ger we 


Lake x, 13. 7 Eph. vi. 18. 1 Tim. . , % 2 
** If? | G 3 | | 1 The 


rr 


s be nnn 8 

(34) The Petitions ſhewexprefslby the Matter or 
Zubſtance of our Prayers: They are in Number 
f. The three fi more immediately reſpect the 

Clay of Gd. Tha ror Jef more Sine: 


1 
oof the three bn de 1 1 
' God's Name may be gur al, that his Kingdom "may be 
©/ advanced, and that his Will may be performel | 


ij Q. 101. What do we pray for in the firſt 
$ 4 iO 111 i ac att 
1 A la the firſt Petition, which is ( Hellewed 
| ory Name), we pray that God would enable 
us and others to glorify him in all that whereby 
he maketh himſelf known d, and that he would 
diſpoſe all Things to his own Glory e. 
— Ti "WW Mae. Wi 9 Plallxvii. WR Ru xi. 36, 
+, Mp: 
e e What ds we and for in the ſecond . 
Petition ?. / 
A. In the ad Petidöh, hich"; is (Thy 
. Kingdom come), we pray, that Satan's Kingdom 
may be deſtroyed f, and that the Kingdom of 
race may be advanced, ourſelves and others 
"brought into it, and kept in it b, 'afd that the 


5 Ae. of Glory may be haſtened ned . 1 
F Matt. vi. 10. 'Pfal. Ixviii, I, a TR 18, | 
+16 % Thel. Ul. 1 Kom. X. 1. 5 Rev: xxii. 20. 


el. id, 's 
203 


Q. 103 pla, do we pray — rei 


1.6 a N GG) Og SUC909 YH! re 


taught 100 pray, that 


% 


Ei 
. fo, | * A. In 


\ 


2 


r _— 


0 to his Will in all Things {, as | the che Angel de 


God's free Gift we may receive a competent 


4 compendious Boch af Divinity. 67 
A ln the third Petition, which is'(Thy t 
be dont on Earth, as it is in Heaven), we pray, 
chat God by his Grace would malte us able 
and willing to know, obey #, and to ſubmit 


in Heaven u, 7805 tions Ri 205 da ANA WWW - 


1 Matt. vi. 10. Pſal. exix. 34-36. lets 
xxi. 14. Job i, 21. n Plal. cui. 2: 5; 


By the three laſt we are taught to pray, that 
our Sins may be forgiven, that bur "Wants may be 


 fapplied, and hat” bead an may b priſerded 
from Evil. 4 07 #190076 he elf" 
Q. 104. What is we gray for in We fd. 
Petition? © 
uin the fourth Peticdva which ia (Give ws 
this Day our daily Bread), we pray, that of - Þ 


| Portion of the good Things of this LEES and 
enjoy his Bleffing” with theme. i 
An Mart... Vi. 11. Prov. XXX. 8. C Pal. XC, 17. ] il 
1 Tia iv. 4. — 
Q. 1065. What & we pray for i in the 22 4 


en N M43 
p 1 i nt 


4. In the fifth Petition, which is (Ad „ 
give us our Debts, as wwe alſo forgive our Debtors), \\ | 
we pray, that God for Chriſt's Sake "would 


freely pardon all our Sins a; which we ane the 
rather encouraged to aſk, becauſe by i Gaace 
Ul :þ | we 
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we pray, that God would either keep 


WY Lords mn, 


| ' - 
68 die Mm Caleb 


others g. nern 12 
. Matt. vi. 12. Fu. K. 1. | eMac 4. 


5 5 106. e do we pray for » 3 Gi 


Petition? 
A. In the ſixth Petition, which is (Aud lead 
#5 not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil), 


us from 


being tempted to Sin r, or ſupport 7 * oe" 


us when we are tempted 5. 
2 Matt. vi. 13. Mart, xxvi. 41. Plal * 13. 


s Pfal. li. 10, 12. 


„30 The tan ſhews what is the Ground 
of 'our Hope, and the Matter of our Praiſe, in the 


Nerſormande of this Duty; namely, that as the 
gat God is our Fathet in Chi iſt, we have the 


bigheſt Reaſon therefore: to praiſe him, and hope 


im him, becauſe the Kingdom, Power, and Glory 
are his; i. . our God and Father i is determined 
to maintain his own Intereſt and Kingdom, has all 


| Priver to fulfil tris gracious Purpoſes, and wilt 


order every thing to the Glory of his Name. And 


to teſtify that theſe ate our Deſires,” and that Upon 0 


theſe ume our Hopes are built, we lay dn. 
oz. What: dub the Concluſion; of abe 


eine, 
which: is ( Fer aline is be ung dem, and the: 


| ET Ora fs 


we ure enabled: fram- the Fear 6s bie 


S 27 OT 


0 0 ft ol &t on 


' 


Þ 


us to take Encouragement in Prayer from 


God only t, and in our Prayers to praiſe = PPE 


aſcribing Kingdom, Power, and Glory to 
him u; and in Teſtimony of our Deſire, and 
Aſſurance to be heard, we ſay Amen wv. TS 


b Matt. vi. 13. Dan. ix. 18, 19. #1 Chron. 
XXIX. - 11—13. 16 1 Cor. xiv. 16. * xxii. 
205 .. ' 


Now let us collect the whole of 0 this Dire@ory | 
Part into one View; that we may ſee what 
Method each. of us ought. to take in order to 
receive an Intereſt in the Bleſſings of Grace, And, 
to go in the right Way to eternal Glory. ++ 

Are any of you deſtitute of ſaving Benefits? is 
this your Concern ?., and is it your real Deſire to 
be Partakers of Chriſt and his Salvation? Then 
what Method can you take but this to f 
Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, fly from yourſelves a 
Sins by Repentance, and diligently attend to the 
Word of God and Prayer, in hope that God will 
graciouſſy bleſs his Word to your Souls, and will 


"TH you the important Deſires of your Hearts? 


ave you been brought to Chriſt, and received 
an Intereſt in him? Oh! then, let it be your: 


Cancern to. be continually living upon him by - 


Faith, to be living to him by holy Obedien 2 


to de more and more ſeparated from 


and from Self-Dependance, by retaining a deep 
and humbling Senſe of your own Sinfulneſs, 
Weakneſs, and Unworthineſs. And to theſe Ends” 
read, hear, and meditate upon, and highly, K 
the 
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70 n leni Curithifin | 
the Word of God. if you have been baptized Y 
in Infancy, remember the Truths, Bleflings, and 


| Promiſes repreſented and ratiied thereby: If not, 


live no longer without a profeſſed Subjection to 
Chriſt in this Way. And fince you hope you are 


Partakers of Divine Grace, Join yourſelves unto 
ſome Church of Chriſt, and 'expreſs your Com- I 


munion with Chriſt and his People in that con- 


firming and comforting Ordinance of the Lord's 


Supper. And as you are paſſing on through Time 
towards a happy Eternity, live a Life of Proyer, 
and make uſe of the Word of God to quicken 
and direct you therein: Abd thus by living upon * 
Cliff and to him, and walking with him and his 


People in the Ordifiances of his Appointment, 


you will adorn your "Profeſſion, will grow in 
Grace, Holineſs, and Comfort, till you are 
bitbught ſuſe to the full Enjoyment of God, 
Father, Son, and nag Spins} to ee be 


o „ 1 


ike me . was 4 a brief Sketch, or Skele- I. 
ton, of what has' been thus methodically handled, | - i 
which may be of ſome Service to ſet forth more 4 
fully the excellent Order in which the Truths of 


: Revelation are here digeſted, and how the Relation 


of them to, one PO, and their nn 
Vun each other. FF 
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A Brief ANALYS I's 'af the Bens of 


„ DxvenurDTEY 
In this Science we aasee. 1.41 MAD 
I. Its important Dean... At 3 412467 


I. Its. meat, — or — 
Parts, Q. 33 which are three; 1. The 


Doctrinal Part: 2. The els: Part? 4 


3. The Application, N * 


I. The DOCTRINAE PART; | 


Which deſcribes what to believe” concerning: oY 


I. Concerning Go D Where we view, ö 
i. The Perfections of his Nature, Q. 4, 5 
ii. The Perſons in his Eſſence. Q 6. 
iii. The Purpoſes of his Will, Q. 7. 


iv.” The Productions of his A Q. 8; which, 


are two-fold, 
I. His. Works. of. Creation. Q. 9. 
2. His Works of Providence. Q. II. 
II. — or in his four-fold State. 
The State of Iunoceucy; which confiſted i in, 
1. The Image of God. Q 10. 5 


ji. The allin State: Where we conſider, ' 

1. How Man, fell; namely, by, Sing . 135 
Where we have, 

1. The Nature of Sin in general. Q. 14. 

2. The partieular Sin by which he fell. 


121156 K Gig: 
* 3. The 


nd * 
22 The Covenant of Works. Q. 12. 8 Þ: 05 


£ A 
Tv 84) 


YG 


4 u. {erg Caltebifm-+ 
ö 3. The Manner in Which a 8 Sin * 
duced the Fall. Q..16. | 
2. Into what Condition he fell, : 


Where we regard, I. 

1. The Sinfulneſs of the fallen State. Qs I 

4 The Miſery of it. Q 19. I 

ii. The State of. Grace "Where we have, 1 The I\ 

"<6 *. Method, 3. The Bleſlings of Grace. IV 


1. The Method of Grace; which is, 
1. By the electing and covenanting Love 

of the Father. Q. 20. 6 
2. By the redeeming Grace of Chriſt ; who 

is to be viewed, 

1. In his Perſon. Q. 21, 22. 
25 In his Offices, Q. 23; as a Prophet, 
Q. 243 Friett, Q's 779 4 King, 


„ | 
3. In his "TE of Humiliation, Q. 27 


and of Exaltation, Q. 28. 
3. By the applying Work of the Holy 
pit: Where we have, 
. By whom eh is 99 
8 i IS 
e. In what Way. Q. 30. 
3. At what Time, 8 7 
2. „The Bli/ſings. of Grace, V3 323 5 which are, 
0 1. Juſtification, ** ; 7 ; 
2. Adoption. Q. 34. ad 1 
„nen & Wo Me 1 
4. The Attendants of theſe. Q bs 
. The State of Gery; which commences, 
XI At Death, as to our Souls. O ). 
2. At the Reſurrection, as to our whole Per- 


e en. Q. 36. 
wh | II. The 


— 


nd 4 "sf 4 tp > 4 r N 
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* 
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* 
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4 . rendions Body F Divinity. 
II. The PRACTICAL Parr: 


Where we have, 


I. The Nature of Duty. Q. 39. 
II. The Rule of Duty; Q. 40, 41. 
III. The Szb/ance of Duty. Q. 42. | 
IV. The Obligatiant to Duty, Q. 43, 4. 
V. The particular Parts and Branches of * 
comprehended in our BG to gon and 
to MAN. 
i, To Gop; which whats | 
1. The Nature and Object of Worlhip. 
Command 1ſt. Q. 45—48. 
2. The Ordinances of 5 84 N 
Com. 2d. Q. 49— '1 
3. The Frame of our & Souls in Worſhip, 
Com. 3d. Q. 5356. | 
4. The Times of Worthip. 
Com. th. Q. 57-62. 
ii. To M an ;' which reſpects, 
1. Our Neighbout's R2/at:ans” to us. 
Com. sth. Q 63-66, _.: x 
2. Our own and our Neighbout's Life, 
Com. 6th. Q. 67—69. 
3. Our own and our Neighbour's Chg/li/p.. 
, Com. 7th. Q. 70-72. 
4. Our omn and our Neighbour Property. 
Com. 8th. - Q 7375. 
5. Our own and our Neighbour's Reputation, | 
Com. th. Q 7678. : 
6. Our own and our Neighbours Conten/ment. 
Tem, Toth, * 79 1. 
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blod 2d vero ir of, 3 

pd rs * 6s 
 Mifery. 83,84. 
ws. . Way to Heaven, 

85; which is, 

4 By Faith in Jeſs CHI. O. 86. 
ii. By Repentance unto Life. Q. 87. 
fb By che Uſe of the Means of Grace, Q. 86: 
uy The chief of which are, 


r. The ru of God. Q. 80, 99. - 
2. The Sacraments Where we have, 


. Their Uſe and Efficacy. Q. 91. 


2᷑. Their Nature. Q. 92. - 
3. Their Number, ä — 
I, BATISM. a Q. 94, 95. er 
2. The Loxp ee 2.96, 97. 
8 Prayer :- Where we have, 
1. Its Nature. Q. 98. f; 
2. Its Rule, Q. 99 : Under which we con- 
ſider the Lord's Prayer: : 
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2 . A. l Preface. Q. 100. |: 
2. Its Petitions; which arefix; 
8 5 Al c The three firſt regarding God's "= 
hs, Q ror, 102, 103. © 
we three laſt regarding ber Goo 
_ Q: 104, 0s, 106. 
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PON the foregoing Repreſentation of the 

Aſſembly's Catechiſm, ſure I may be. bold 

- to aſſert, that every one ho has read and at- 
tended to what has been offered, cannot but be 

d convinced that the Plan upon which this Cate- 
chiſm is formed is peculiarly methodical; every 

ly Doctrine in it digeſted and poſſted in the maſt 
proper Situation; the Queſtions and Anſwers 

riſing one after another in ſuch an Order as hap- 

pily to ſhow the Relation and Dependence of one 
Truth upon another. Here the Truths of the 
Goſpel are gs. caſt together in a confuſed Heap, 

but are all ſo connected together as to make one 
golden Chain, or one uninterrupted Scale of 
ſpiritual Truths; yea, ſo exact and comprehenſive 

is the Method of it, that a Perſon. who defires to 

, ſtudy this important Science more diſtinctly and 
minutely, cannot proceed in his Studies upon EY 

7 more regular Plan, nor .range his. T houghts in a 
more exact Order, nor , purſue his Enquiries into 
the Truth in a more direct Way, and to greater 
Advantage, than by going through the Body of 
Divinity in this Train of Thought. By purſuing 
the Science after this Manner, the Student will be 
conducted, Step by Step, into the Scheme, and 
will be prevented from miſfing_ any important 
„Branch of Divinity in his Progreſs: For, beſides 
4 the Exactneſs of the Method, there is a peculiar 
: Copiouſnefs in the Plan, as it preſents us with a 
Fulneſs of Matter, by introducing all the ſweet 
and important Truths of the ever-bleſſed Golp, 
| in ſuch a Manner as tends to enliven, confirm, 
},; nas H 2 and 


%% ce Aſeably's Catechifin - 
-and, illuſtrate every Sentiment . in it. 1 
need not here ſay how much this Catechiſm out- 
mines, in all theſe Reſpects, other Catechiſms that 
have been put forth to the World in Competition 
with it, or in Oppoſition to it; for, beſides the Con- 
fuſion in their Method, there are ſome very apparent 
and important Defects; perhaps not one Word 
Soncerning the Trinity of Perſons, concerning the 
Divine Decrees, concerning the Corruption of our 
Nature, concerning. the Work of the Spirit, or 


concerning Effectual Calling, Juſtification, Adop- 


tion, or. Sanctification, by the Grace and Spirit 
of God. When Things of this ſweet: or im- 


. portant Nature are omitted in any Plan of Di- 
vinity, ſhall we not ſay that theſe muſt. be very 
inexcuſable Deficiencies? And there is Reaſon to 
fear, that a Set of Principles which excludes theſe 
Things out of it muſt be very erroneous, and 
ſuch as would leave us ſhort of the in Bleflings 
and Comforts of the Goſpel. h 

But I muſt mention another Excellency attend- 
"Ing this Body of Divinity, which is this: It all 
along pays a ſpecial Regard to, and diſcovers a 
happy Reverence for, the whole Word of God; 
a8 it owns the BiBLE, which is the Religion of 
"Proteſtants, for its only Standard; as the whole 
"of It is extracted and deduced from thence; 
. as it is ready to ſtand or fall with Revela- 
on. A great Variety of Proofs are brought and 
teferred to in both the Larger and Shorter Cate- 
iſms, to which a Multitude of others may be 
ER, [hole that embrace this Syſtem of Prin- 
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ciples are always ready to appeal to the 'Scriptitte 
Teſts its obvious Meaning, und its evident Conſe- 
quences. It is our profeſſed: Principle. To the 
Law and 10/the Time: If they ſpeak not according 
to this Word, it is' btcanſe they butt no Eight in chen. 


we {peak in fuch- 


Truth; to which is owing all the true and certaith 
Knowledge we have of fpiritual Things. 
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Let it therefore be ſtill remembered, that 
Strains of the Cate- 
chifm, we don't intend that the Compilers of it 
were divinely inſpired, though we cannot but 
apprehend they were eminently aſſiſted in this 
Work; and every Word we fay- in praiſe of the 


Doctrines in it we deſign as an Encomium- upon 


the facred Oracles, that invaluable Treaſure 6f 


Gaſpel- Knowledge, that excellent Mine of Goſpel 
Doctrine, and that unerring Standard of ſpiritual 


Once more I muſt beg leave to ſay tliat th 
Recommendation is not deſigned to impoſe up 
the Minds or Conſciences of others; for 1 ry 
entirely willing to allow others the came Liberty 
of Thought which I myſelf take.. The Right Gf 
private Judgment muſt be freely and fully granted; 
only letPerfons be honeſt and fincere in their Pro- 
feſſiom as well as in their Enquiries. If 4. Perſon 
profeſies himſelf to be a Chriſtian, or 2 Peachor 
of che Goſpel, he is bound in Conſcience to ** 
nis Sentiments from the Word of God, 
certainly atcountable to God (if not to. * 


when he departs from that Plan and Standard“ If 


he believes Revelation to be his Rule, let him uſe 
it 8 Mel or elſe. commence Dei, and — 
H. 3. ; ., 


a 78 © * nr be 8 72 "Wy ys Ca 
the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and not aim at a 
Nedium, by ſetting up ſome Parts of gcripture, to 


Wo che Depreciating of others, becauſe they don't eaſily 


Jeomport with his previous Notions; for ſuch a par- 
tial Treatment of Revelation betrays the Weakneſs 
of A Cauſe, and is a tacit Intimarion that the Scheme 
uch a Perſon embraces will not bear the Feſt of 
Scripture, if fairly brought to it: And whoever 
thus diminiſhes the ſacred Canon, by ſetting aſide, 
at his own Pleaſure, any Part of Revelation from 
belonging to the Standard of Fruth, is accounta- 
ble for it to God, and deſerves to be ranked by 
Man amongft Deiſts and Infidels. But I am per- 
iſuaded, and am indeed certainly aſſured better 
inge of thoſe who embrace the Sentiments con- 
tained in the foregoing Catechiſm; and entertain 
very "charitable Sentiments of many others, who 
may not have that clear Infight into, and that 
warm Zeal for, the peculiar Daa ol Grace, 
ds ſome are fave with. 1 251113 
1 Boubtldeßd every one ſhould: 1 bol 
Word of God his Rule, and aim ſincerely; and 
without Reſerve, to conform his Opinions to that 
en Standard: And I would ſolemnly charge 
*"pnot—only" my Readers, but myſelf, to ſearch the 
- Scriptures,” to collect our Creed from Ethem, 
raking in the while of what Divine Revelation ſays 
2 won. the Subjects treated of. This I muſt ſaith- 
'"fully fay has been my Practice, as far as I know 
ny own Heart; and hope 1 have been in ſome 
Meaſure conducted by the Spirit and Word of 
ae Pruth in my Searches and Reſearches: Ehe Con- 
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ſequence has been, that I have been more.and | 


more confirmed and eſtabliſhed in the foregoing 
Plan of Doctrine, as truly contained in, and 
proved by, the Word of God. Bear wich me 
therefore, if I, from à Principle of Conſcience, 
and from a Love to precious Souls, have ven- 
tured thus to commend and recommend this 
Syſtem of Doctrine unto all thoſe into whoſe 
Hands this little Treatiſe. may come. 
As to any Objections that hayg been brought 
againſt this Catechiſm, as if it Wefe- too lang to 
be learn'd by Children, or too ab/frufe to be un- 
derſtood by them, and the like: All theſe Ob- 
jections have been in fact fully anſwered ;byythe 
very Length and Form of thoſe. Catechiſms that 
have been introduced in Competition herewith; for 
it is evident to a Demonſtration that the Words 
: of the new Plans, deſigned to ſet aſide the Aſ- 
ſembly's Catechiſm, are equally above the Capa- 
cities of Children ; and the Length of the Anſwers, 
together with the Number of the Queſtions; have 


rather exceeded than fallen ſhort of this which 1 
no recommend: And indeed I cannot. but, af- 


fectionately recommend it to you all; to Mafters, 


and Servants, ava and Children, to MP 
and Alf. boa} 14 
„ Vou that —— or dn ar ds 


any Concern in the Education of Youth, confider 


; hat a folemn Truſt is repoſed in you, and of what 


great Importance it is, that thoſe committed to your 


_ Charge ſhould be inſtructed by you in--therPrin- 
_ "ciples of the Oracle of God, in the Things hich 
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: chiſm, let them ſee, as far as they can, how this 


How careful and induſtrious thould you be to 
teach: them the Fear and Way of the Lord | 
Remember that ſamiliar but ſtrict Injunction, 
Deut. vi, 7. Thou falt teach them diligently unto thy 
 Ghaldren,” andyfbalt talk f "them cuben thou fitteſt in 
iu Hungſe umd when thou-toalkeft by the Way, and 


when than lie drum and when thou riſeſ up. Take 


all vaeant and prudent Opportunities to inſtil 
 Goſpel-Sentiments into their tender Minds: Al- 
ways cultivate un high Regard in their Minds for 
the BIBLE: As you are teaching them the Cate- 


and the other is Truth, becauſe the Word of God 
- Gays it: And let me prevail upon you to eſteem it 
a Merey in Providence that it has put ſuch a va- 
lnable, compendious, and ſcriptural Body of Di- 


- vinity into your Hands, to aſſiſt you in this im- 


portant Work. * Tis true, Children cannot at firſt 
take in the Meaning of this, nor of am other 
Syſtem or Scale of Principles : But though they 
leam it at firſt as a Taſk without Ideas, yet 
their Memories may be à faithful Repoſitory 
Abe Words themſelves ;- and by Degrees yen 
will find them receiving and obtaining Ideas under 
them, if you freely converſe with them, and ak 


tim Queſtions concerning what they learn. If 


Jen have ſetiouſly ſet about this Worte, or are 
now excited to it, may the Lord ot Grace and 


Love, who has promiſed to bleſs us and our Seed, 


gi ſuch ſpiritual Succeſs to your Endeavours as 


| pe —— 
DoD 


to God! And nnen 
more Pleaſure in teaching the Catechiſm, learn it 
perfectly, and ſtudy it well yourſelves; for you 
will find it ſuited to your on Inſtruction and 

Edification as well as theirs. Let the whole be 
enforced and reeommended by 'a good Example, 
and be followed by your earneſt Prayers to Got, 
with and for your Children and Servants; or any 
others committed to your Care and Inſtruction. 
As for you, dear Ghildren au Youth, that are in 
Families where you are taught a Form of ſound 
Words, do you bleſs and praiſe the Lord, that he 


has brought you forth of ſuch Parents, or brought 


you into ſuch Families, as take Pains with you for 
the Good of your Souls. Don't think it an Hard- 


ſhip, but a Mercy, a great Mercy to be thus edu- 


cated: You will know by and by what a Mercy 
it is, though at preſent you may not ſee it. Re- 
member, your Parents are teaching you theſe 
Things for your own Benefit; teaching you the 
Way to Heaven; teaching you to know God, 
and the Lord Jeſus, the Saviour of Sinners: They 
are teaching you ſuch Things as prepare the Way 
for your being uſeful and honourable among 
the People of God; and the Churches of Chriſt; 
and if you attend to and delight in theſe Things, 
it: will be a ſpecial Pleaſure to your Parents," and 
will be looked upon by them as a Token for 
good, that God is beginning a Work upon your 


Hearts by his Spirit, which will fit you to ſerve 


and love him here, and to amen 
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8 any more than Children, 
think themſelves excuſed from attending to theſe 
Matters of the greateſt Conſequence. You ought 
indeed, by all Means, to be diligent in your Ser- 
vice, and faithful to your Fruſt; but don't forget 
your own precious Souls, which muſt be faved, 
or periſh for ever; don't be ſatisfied without the 
true Knowledge of yourſelves, of Jeſus Chriſt, 
und of the Way of Salvation. If thoſe whom 


you ſerve aſſiſt and encourage you in reading the 
Word and learning the Principles of Religion, 


eſteern it a great Privilege, and ſhow your 
Thankfulneſs by your Forwardneſs to learn; but 
not, yet remember the Salvation of your dwn 
p Rn —- 
count; and tis Pity you ſhould be ſueh Servants 
'of Men, as to neglect the Service of od, and 
your own everkaſting Welfare. Fun nano en 

Doubtieſs many, many more Arguments may t 
uſed,” and Encouagements offered. to tir up and 
Engage Parents and Maſters to teach, and Children 
and Servants to learn, the Truths contained in 


Divine Revelation; and all of them may be urged 


im Favour of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm. But I 
malt mut up the whole by ödferving, chat this 
Catechiſm is not ſo bag, but it has been learned, 


Profs und all, by many Thoufands of Children; 


ris not fo ahhlruſe, but A has become the Form- 
Wition of ſpiritual Knowledge in their Minds, and 
an effectual Guard againft receiving thoſe moſt 
"*Singetous Errors which have ſprung up in this Na- 


en? And there is great Reaſon to ſuppoſe," that 
hog; one 


| a compendiauus Body of Divinity. 3 
one Means of the Spread of Error has been the 
Neglect of this Catechiſm. in profeſſing Families; 
whereby it has come to pals, that che riſing 
Generation, having had nothing ſo valuable put 
into their Hands and treaſured up in their Me- 
mories, have been laid open to the Deceitfulneſs 
of Sin, the Snares of the World, and the Craft of 
them that lie in wait to deceive. As therefore 
this Catechiſm has been ſo peculiarly uſeful, and 
as there is a ſpecial Neceſſity to fortify young 


Minds againſt the Errors of the Day, and to 


eſtabliſh them in the preſent. Truth, I would 
earneſtly recommend the general Revival and 
ſteady Continuance of the Uſe ot this excellent 
Form of ſound Words to all Maſters, Parents, 
and Families; for, from what kas been ſaid, it 
appears, that when Children learn it they fix a 
Body of Divinity in their MAemories, and as they 


by Degrees get into the Meaning of it, they re- 


ceive a Body of Divinity into their Vadenſtandings; 
and if Perſons of riper Years, who have been thus 


educated, look back upon what they have been 


inſtructed in, they will find themſelves poſſeſſed 
of a rich Treaſure of Goſpel- Truth, laid up in 
their Memories, conveyed into their Underſtand- 
ings, and digeſted in ſuch, Form, and Order as 


makes, the, whole Science, appear both important 


and beautiful: And ſurely we muſt all confeſs it 
to be very deſirable to have a Syſtem of Divinity 
laid up in our Memory, and fixed in gur 


ſtanding, in hope that, by the Divine Spirit, Ie 
ee ſalutary Truths of it, will be wiitzen 


: upon 
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upon our Hearts; for then the Word of Chyiſt 
will dwell richly in us in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual 
' Underſtanding, and we ſhall know and experi- 
_ ence that the Holy Scriptures are able to make 
us wile op aa by Faith, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. | 
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